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M LI TARY ACTI ON AGAI NST | RAQ UNDEMOCRATI C, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 19 (Bernama) -- The US's intention to use mlitary
action against lrag to oust its president, Saddam Hussein, is wong, unjust
and undenocratic, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

"We don't think other governments have a right, no matter how powerf ul
they are, to change the governnent of another country. That is an
undenocratic thing to do," he said in response to a question fromthe floor
at the International Forumon Islam here.

He was asked what was the likely inpact on Ml aysia's conti nuous
efforts to pronote a nodest and forward-|ooking Islam if the Bush
adm nistration were to nove its arned forces towards |ragq.

US President George WBush had said that Washi ngton would use all the
tools at its disposal to topple Saddam

Dr Mahathir said a military force against Irag would only provoke
greater hatred as the US's quarrel was with Saddam whomit had branded as
a dictator, and not the people of Irag.

"It's up to the people (of Iraq) to change their governnent if they
can, but they cannot. But because they cannot, it's not fair to punish
them" he said.

The prime minister questioned why the US had pi cked on Iraq when there
are other countries in the world which also deserve a change i n governnent.

"But when you focus on Iraq, the peole who will suffer are the hapl ess
peopl e of Iraq. Then of course you are going to arouse a | ot of
ill-feelings and in Malaysia, we think that it is the wong thing to do,"
he sai d.

To a question on how the Mislins deal with the Pal estinian issue, Dr
Mahatir said the matter was not a religious problembut a territorial one.

He said history had shown that Miuslins and Jews could |ive together, in
fact the Jews invariably mgrated to Islamc countries whenever they were
oppressed and nassacred i n Europe.

"I'n Muslimcountries, they are respected and their faith honoured as
Muslims believe that they can live and eat with the Jews as they sl aughter
in the Musli mway by nmentioning the nane of God," said Dr Mahathir

But when the Jews took Pal estinians' |and by force, the conflicts
between Muslins and the Jews started, he said.

"The fighting between the Muslins and the Jews has escal ated and it
will escalate for as long as Pal estinians are deprived of their territory,”
he added.

To anot her question, the prine mnister said Muslins in Southeast Asia
could work, cooperate and |ive with the non-Mislinms better than their
Musl i mbrothers in the Arab world.

This was because of the racial and religious mx in this region whereas
inthe Arab countries, the people were predom nantly Mislins, thus reducing
their ability to interact with the non-Mislins, he said.

Asked whet her the concept of Mislimummah was still rel evant now, he
said tha tdespite Muslins being split according to their national
territories, "on certain issues we actually feel and act nore or |ess
t oget her. "

"We all feel very angry about Pal estine for exanple, but we don't agree
about how we should handle this problem" he said.

Dr Mahathir said that with Muslins' failure to deal with issues
af fecting the unmah, Muslinms had actually |ost their influence on world



affairs.

"But there is still a Mislimumah because when sonet hi ng happens in
Bosni a, for exanple, there was a feeling of enpathy, feeling of oneness
with them"”

"So, to that extent, | think the concept of the unmah is still alive,"”
Dr Mahat hir added.
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