25 JUL 2002
Mahat hir-Spirit
MAHATHI R SAYS HE W LL CONTI NUE TO SERVE UWNO AFTER RETI REMENT

JOHOR BAHARU, July 25 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad reiterated today that he will not cut hinmself fromUmo
after he gives up his government and party posts in 15 nonths' tine.

"I hope that when | no | onger hold the prime mnister's post, and amno
| onger the Umo president, there will be noretinme for nme to neet Umo
menbers at the grass-root |evel," he said.

Cl osi ng the Johor Bari san Nasional Convention, Dr Mahathir he woul d use
the free tinme he would have to try to rekindle "the spirit that brought
success to our nation".

He said he was referring to the spirit that began with the
establ i shnent of Umo when party nenbers set aside their parochial
sentinents in opposing the Mal ayan Uni on.

This is notwithstanding the fact that at that time the Mal ays di d not
consi der thensel ves as such but as citizens of their respective states, he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said this spirit, which united the entire Mal ay popul ati on,
was not there before Umo's establishment.

After the comunity united under the | eadershi p of Datuk Onn Jaafar,
there was a major shift in their mndset and they started regarding
t hensel ves as Mal ays, he said.

"So nmuch so that the British had to respect the views of the Ml ays,
who were united under the | eadershi p of Datuk Onn Jaafar (and) succeeded in
destroyi ng Mal ayan Uni on," he sai d.

The prine nminister said it was the Malay spirit devel oped t hrough Umo,
t he Uni ted Mal ays Nati onal Organisation, that he would try to rekindle.

"Umo's contribution to the Mal ays then was i ndeed big, and there's no
canparison to that in the history of the Mal ays," he added.

- - BERNAMA

MNY SK



	MAHATHIR SAYS HE WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE UMNO AFTER RETIREMENT (Bernama 25/07/2002)

