28 DEC 2002
Court - Buni yani n
TRI AL POSTPONED TO APRI L AS BUNI YAM N | S | NDI SPCSED

KOTA BAHARU, Dec 28 (Bernama) -- The Sessions Court here today
postponed the trial of Kel antan PASInformation Oficer Buniyamnm n Yaacob as
he i s indisposed.

Judge Azman Abdul | ah fixed April 8 to 10 as the new dates for the
trial.

Buni yam n, 56, is facing a defamation charge for alleging that Prine
M ni ster Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had wat ched a pornographic video with his
gr andson.

He is alleged to have conmitted the of fence, puni shabl e under Section
500 of the Penal Code, during a ceranah at the Pusat Tarbi ah | sl am ah
Kel ant an here between 10pmand 11. 30pmon March 15.

I f convicted, Buniyamn, who is a former Menber of Parlianent for
Bachok, could be sentenced up to two years or fined or both.

Judge Azman nade t he post ponenment fol |l owi ng an application by counsel
Wan Tari k Wan Mohamad, who i s hol di ng a wat ching brief for Kel antan PAS,
for newtrial dates to be fixed.

The court heard that the accused is suffering froma kidney ail nent and
that he has to undergo hi s haenodi al ysi s treat ment today as schedul ed at
t he Kota Baharu Hospital (HKB).

The accused counsel , Karpal Singh had al so applied for the post ponenent
in his letter dated Dec 27 and distributed to parties related to the trial
yest er day.

In viewof the | atest devel opnents, Deputy Public Prosecutor Nordin
Hassan agreed that newtrial dates be fixed but hoped that in future the
prosecution would be notified well in advance.

He said letter was faxed only yesterday, giving the prosecution not
enough time to informthe w tnesses, many of whomare fromoutside the
state.

The court al so extended the Buniyanin's bail for RV6, 000 with one
surety.

Nordin is assisted by Deputy Public Prosecutors Azm Ariffin and
Dzul ki fIi Ahmad. Karpal Singh was not present in court today.

Bef ore the court was adj ourned on Nov 5, three witnesses had testified
during the trial.

Today's trial was supposed to | ast three days.
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