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M NDEF TO | SSUE DOCUMENTATI ON ON MALBATT' S RCLE | N SOVALI A

KUALA LUVPUR, Jan 25 (Bernama) -- The Defence Mnistry will issue a
docunmentation on Malaysia's role in the rescue of American forces in
Sormalia in 1993.

The docunentation will help clarify doubts over the role of the
Mal aysi an MALBATT nenbers during their rescue of Anerican forces who were
bei ng surrounded by troops loyal to General Farah Aidid in Mdgadi shu
Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak sai d today.

"Wth the available facts, all nisconceptions about the incident, be it
in the book or inthe filmwll not arise," he told the nedia after
| aunching a logo for the Trade Convention and Expo 2002 hel d here today.

He was commenting on the American film"Bl ack Hawk Down", which had
failed to portray the role played by Ml aysi an sol di ers under MALBATT in
the rescue of American forces.

During the incident 113 MALBATT nenbers, serving under the United
Nations were instructed to rescue 75 nmenbers of the Anerican forces after
two US helicopters were shot down in 1993

During the incident a MALBATT nenber Corporal Mat Aznan Awang and 18
nmenbers of the American forces were kill ed.

Naji b said he had requested fornmer deputy commander for MALBATT in
Sonmal i a Col onel Mohd Rozi Baharumto subnit a detailed report on MALBATT' s
role in the incident.

The film"Black Hawk Down", directed by R dley Scott, and based on a
book of the sane title witten by Mark Bowden, was rel eased for worl dwi de
screeni ng on Jan 18.

The ninister said the Trade Convention and Expo 2002, jointly organised
by the Ex-servi cemen Chanber of Comrerce and the Arned Forces Veteran
Affairs Departnment scheduled to be held fromApril 18 to 21 at the Putra
Wirld Trade Centre here, will be opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.
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