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M NI STERS DI SCUSS DAKWAH | SSUE, EFFORTS AT RESTORI NG MJUSLI M5' | MAGE

By: Miin Abdul Mjid

KUALA LUMPUR, April 30 (Bernamm) -- Efforts at uplifting the Mislins'

i mage whi ch had been adversely affected lately will be anong the inportant
i ssues to be discussed at the Seventh Conference of the Mnisters of
Endowrent and Islamc Affairs here begi nni ng Monday.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Abdul Ham d Zai na
Abidin said the actions of a small group of Muslinms had given rise to a
negati ve perception of the religion and Muslins in the eyes of the
i nternational conmunity.

"This is due to the m stakes made by this snmall group of Mislins who
acted in a manner that does not reflect the true teachings of |Islamand for
whi ch Muslins are being punished," he told Bernana.

Abdul Hamid said he woul d represent Malaysia in presenting a working
paper on the country's experiences in Islam c dakwah and how it tackled the
ext nmeri st groups.

Ei ght wor ki ng papers woul d be tabl ed at the conference, including one
on the establishment of a world foundation for Islamc heritage which wll
be proposed by Egypt, as well as a general strategy to pronote |slamusing
various | anguages proposed by Morocco.

Abdul Ham d sai d weaknesses whi ch had cropped up in the Islamc
community, including the attitudes of the extrenmi sts to the extent that
they no |l onger reflected |Islamc teachings, nust be tackled together.

"As a Muslimnation, Mlaysia too had vast experience in the matter and
shoul d share themw th other countries,” he said.

The Muslinms' inmage had been greatly tarnished by the suicide attacks on
the World Trade Centre in New York and the Pentagon in Washi ngton on Sept
11 which were linked to the Al -Qaeda novenent | ed by Saudi Arabian
mllionaire GCsama bin Laden.

Since then, the Muslimcommunity was reported to have faced pressures
i ncludi ng attacks on nosques and their community centres in severa
| ocations in the world and nore stringent immgrati on checks were inposed
on themat sone airports.

Several Muslimnations were also reported to face the possibility of
mlitary attacks by the United States such as those endured by Afghani stan
for allegedly being involved in terrorist activities.

Abdul Ham d said it was hoped that the three-day conference would be
abl e to enhance cooperation anobng Miuslimnations to achi eve nore
conpr ehensi ve coordination in matters concerning Islamc affairs including
I sl am ¢ dakwah.

He said that the dakwah approach and strategy nmust be reviewed to suit
devel opnents in the nodern age.

"This forumw |l look into the matter nore seriously, that is, howto
find a nore effective fornula in our efforts to spread |Islamc dakwah to
the community," he said.

Abdul Hami d said the conference, which would be opened by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, woul d al so di scuss economni ¢
i ssues and a representative of the Islanic Devel opnent Bank, based in
Jeddah, is expected to present a working paper on the investnent.

The minister said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad woul d
deliver a keynote address on the second day of the conference.

He said the presence of the two national | eaders denponstrated the
governnent's sensitivity in efforts at preserving the greatness of |slam



Abdul Hanid said the choice of the Organisation of |slanic Conference
(A C in selecting Mal aysia to host the neeting this tinme was an honour for
the country.

He said it reflected the Islamic world' s confidence in Malaysia's
capability to run an international conference inline with the country's
achi evenrent as a nodern |slamic nation.

"That is why many of the participants are interested to have a cl oser
| ook at our country which is so popular internationally, especially anong
the Muslimnations,” he added.

Meanwhi | e i n PUTRAJAYA, six agencies and private conpani es had chi pped
into ensure the success of the conference.

"The compani es have shown strong commtnent and patriotic spirit in
governnent efforts and activities especially in contributing to the
conference," Abdul Ham d said after the presentation of the contributions.

The conpani es which contributed to the conference were Edaran O onobi
Nasi onal (EON), Perusahaan O onpbil Nasional (Proton) and Perusahaan
O onobi | Kedua (Perodua) which provided vehi cl es.

Syari kat Tel ekom Mal aysi a provi ded tel ephone facilities while TM Touch
provi ded cel l ul ar tel ephones and pre-paid cards. Petronas provided petro
for the vehicles.

Meanwhi | e, the arnmed forces and police provided drivers for the
vehicles as well as security arrangenents.

The conference, which is expected to be attended by 250 del egates from
56 O C nenber countries, will be held fromMy 6 to 8.
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