25 JUN 2002
Sany- Hi ghway
M NI STRY WAI TS FOR " GREEN LI GHT" FROM TERENGGANU GOV' T

KUALA LUMPUR, June 25 (Bernama) -- The Wborks Mnistry is still waiting
for official agreenment fromthe Terengganu governnent to continue the
cooperation in building phase two of the East Coast H ghway (LPT) in the
state.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S Sanmy Vellu said the nmnistry had al ready
stated to the state governnent its agreement to pay conpensation to | and
owners for acquiring the land affected by the construction of the hi ghway.

"At the nmonent, we only have information that they wel cone the decision
but there is nothing official," he told reporters after | aunching the
Mal aysia Skills Conpetition 2002, here today.

Sany Vel lu said this when asked on the | atest devel opment concer ni ng
the construction of phase two of the LPT from Chendering to Bukit Besi in
Terengganu, followi ng the state governnent's decision to remain firmin
continuing with the construction of the Mdtorway from Jabor to Hul u Besut
al t hough the federal governnent had agreed to build the LPT

On June 5, Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang was
reported as saying the construction of the Mtorway was bei ng undertaken
followi ng the federal governnment's refusal to provide an allocation for the
acqui sition of land and providing infrastructure for resettlenent.

However, the cabi net had agreed on Wednesday to pay conpensation for
the land acquisition at the request of the mnistry.

The LPT project worth RM2.7 billion and stretching 338 kil onetres
j oi ning Karak, in Pahang and Chendering, in Terengganu, is inplenented
whol Iy by MID Capital Berhad.

Currently, the first phase on the LPT project in Pahang worth RML. 2
billion is being inplenented.

Asked how long it took the Pahang state government to conplete the I and
acqui sition for the project, Sany Vellu said the whole transaction took
only six nmonths -- a record in terns of speediness.

"So, if the Terengganu government can also do it fast, the faster we
can proceed with the construction,” he said.

The Mal aysia Skills Conpetition 2002 is being organised for the first
time by the industries concerned.

Since it was introduced in 1990, the conpetition which was nooted by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr mahat hir Mohamad had been organi sed by the
Wrks Mnistry.

The conpetition this year, which will be held for four days from Sept
13, will involve 12 skills in seven industries.

The industries are Manufacturing (to be organi sed by the Nationa
Vocati onal Training Council), Construction (Construction |Industry Board,
Mal aysi a), Autonobil (Proton), Heavy Industry (Petronas), Electrical and
El ectroni cs (Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad), ICT (M nos Berhad), and Hospitality
(Mal aysi an Hotel s Associ ati on).
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