24/ 12/ 2002

12 NGOs submit neno over English switch

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - A group of 12 non-governmental organisations today
submtted a menorandumto Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
urgi ng the Government to re-exam ne the inplenmentation of teaching of
Sci ence and Mathematics in English in Tam | schools.

Mal aysi an Tami | Education Research and Devel opnent Foundati on president
M Manogar, the group's spokesman, said in the Iong run the | anguage
switch would be detrinmental to children attending Tam | schools.

He said Tami| schools had beconme a sanctuary for poor Tamls.

"The UPSR results this year indicate that Tam | schools achieved an 81
per cent pass in Mathematics and 75 per cent pass in Science and 198
students scored seven As in the exam nation," he said at a Press
Conference held at the Sel angor Chi nese Assenbly Hall after handi ng over
t he menorandumto Dr Mahathir, which was received by his private secretary
Mohd Shafiq Abdul l ah in Putrajaya.

Present were Jiao Zong's vice-president Loot Ting Yee.

Manogar said the Education Mnistry's decision not to provide teaching
aids to schools with fewer than 150 students and which were not on
government |and woul d deny at | east 60 per cent of Tam| schools from
benefiting.

Asked why the groups did not go through M C, Manogar said they had
tried.

The 12 NGOs are G oup of Concerned Citizens, Malaysian Tam | Education
Research and Devel opnent Foundati on, Mal aysi an Dravi di an Associ ati on,

Mal aysi an | ndi an Youth Council, the Acadeny of Tam| Studies, Ml aysia
Tam | Neri Kal agam SUARAM Pul au Pi nang, Port Kl ang Hi ndu Youth

Organi sation, United Chinese School Conmittees' Association of Ml aysia,
The United Chi nese School Teachers Association of Ml aysia, Yayasan
Penbangunan Pendi di kan Bahasa Tam | Negri Perak and Mal aysi a Denocratic
Students and Youth Myvenent.
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