16 AUG 2002
Myanmar - Mahat hi r
MALAYSI A AND MYNMAR TO SI GN TWD MOU S DURI NG DR MVAHATHHR S I SIT

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 16 (Bername) -- Ml aysia and Mynmar are set to sign two
menor anduns of under standi ng (MoU) during Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's two-day visit to the Southeast Asian country from
Sunday, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today.

The two MoU s are an offshore oil exploration contract agreenent
between the national oil conpany, Petronas, and Myanmar's M nistry of
Energy and of an undertaking for a study on the construction of mni-hydro
pl ants at the Nga Moe Yei k and Tabuhl a dans bet ween Tepat Tekni k Sdn Bhd
and the Myannar's Mnistry of Agriculture and Irrigation.

Besides his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohamed Ali, Dr Mahathir's
300-strong delegation will include International Trade and | ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Energy, Comuni cations and Miltinedia
M ni ster Datuk Amar Leo Moggi e, Syed Hami d, senior governnment officials and
busi nessmen fromthe private sector

"W hope that this will be a very constructive (visit)...and wll
further enhance the rel ationshi p between Ml aysia and Myanmar and we wil |
continue to play a role to see whatever way to assist them" Syed Ham d
told the nedia at Wsnma Putra, here

He said three nore tentative MoUs -- on the export of steel
t el ecommuni cations and the Yangon city devel opment -- were also on the
cards but were not confirmed for signing.

Dr Mahathir's visit is at the invitation of the Chairman of the State
Peace and Devel opnment Council (SPDC) Senior General Than Shwe and is al so
to reciprocate Than Shwe's visit to Malaysia in Septenber |ast year. Kual a
Lunpur and Yangon established diplomatic relations in 1958.

Syed Ham d said Dr Mahathir and Than Shwe woul d al so exchange vi ews on
bilateral issues of nmutual interest especially on trade and investnment and
matters pertaining to regional and international issues.

Dr Mahathir's tight schedul e includes a keynote address at the
Mal aysi a- Myanmar Technol ogy Conference, jointly organi sed by the Ml aysi an
I ndust ry- Gover nment Group for Hi gh Technol ogy (M ght) and the State Peace

and Devel opnent Council in collaboration with the Ml aysian External Trade
Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade) and Institute Sultan |skandar.
Wth some RVR.23 billion investment, largely in tinber processing,

hotel, tourism trading, mning, agriculture and manufacturing, Ml aysiais
currently the fourth [argest foreign investor in Myanmar, after Singapore,
the United Ki ngdom and Thai |l and.

Mal aysia's total trade with Myanmar | ast year anpunted to RML. 045
billion with exports to Myanmar totalling RM/48.6 nmillion while inmports
were valued at RM97.1 million with the bal ance of trade in Ml aysia's
favour.

Syed Hanmid said Dr Mahathir woul d al so have a di al ogue wi th Ml aysi ans
living in Myanmar during his visit.

Descri bi ng Mal aysi a- Myannar rel ations as "warmand cordial" he said
that currently about 200 Myanmar nati onal s were undergoi ng short courses
under the Ml aysi an Techni cal Cooperation Progranme (MICP). About 16, 000
Myanmars are also working legally in Malaysia, mainly in the construction
and garnent sectors.

Replying to a question, Syed Hanmi d said that there was no plan for a
meeti ng between Dr Mahathir and Myanmar's opposition | eader Aung San Suu
Kyi .



"At present we have no such plan and of course we follow very closely
the work undertaken by Tan Sri Razali |Ismail and we are happy with the
devel opnent that is taking place in Myanmar...the reconciliation
process..they are noving at a pace they are confortable with and towards
denocrati sation," he said.

Razali, who is the United Nations special envoy for Myanmar, brokered
tal ks between the Myanmar governnent and Suu Kyi and her National League
for Denocracy ainmed at pronoting national reconciliation which resulted in
Suu Kyi's rel ease fromhouse arrest |ast My.

"Dr Mahathir has al ways been encouraging that...that for Myanmar to
devel op, they have to open up and find reconciliation. W are very gl ad
that they have been very positive to our viewpoints," he said.

Syed Hami d was al so asked whet her a request had been nmade from Suu
Kyi's side for a neeting with Dr Mahathir.

"I think if there is a request... whatever request nade, it will be up
to the (Myanmar governnent)...because this is a working visit. It isupto
t he Myanmar government to informus but we have not received any request,"”
he sai d.

"Mal aysia's viewis that we will do whatever is considered necessary
and acceptable to the host governnent. And | think that as far as we are
concerned we will nmeet with even Aung San Suu Kyi if that is what they
(Myanmar government) organi se for our prinme mnister but at present it is
not in the progranme," he said.
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