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COPENHAGEN, Sept 24 (Bername) -- Despite earlier scepticism Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad has expressed satisfaction with the outcome of the
fourth informal summt between Asian and European | eaders, but says
foll ow-up action is needed to operationalise the many worki ng proposals in
efforts to build further bridges between the two continents.

Al t hough the fourth Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM 4) might not be able to
do much in issues such as those related to Iraq, the frank and open
di scussi ons between | eaders fromboth continents were useful indeed, he
told a press conference at the end of the two-day ASEM sumit today.

ASEM i s an informal process between 10 Asian countries and 15 European
nations and the European Conmi ssion ainmed at bringing the continents cl oser
together in the political, socio-economc and cul tural aspects.

Anong t he achi evenents at ASEM 4 was the pl edge made by | eaders
contained in the Copenhagen Decl arati on on Cooperation Agai nst
I nternational Terrorismwhereby the conprehensive approach to conbat the
menace i ncluded finding its root causes.

Dr Mahathir, who ASEMofficials said insisted for such a wording to be
included in the statenent, said that unless you knew the root causes of
terrorism you would not be able to deal with it by nerely using security
or mlitary approaches.

For as long as there was a cause or sone people believed there was a
cause for themto act in that manner, they would continue to act even if
some of themwere killed or they killed thensel ves as there woul d be ot her
vol unteers, he said in reference to the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the
United States and suicide bonbers in Pal estine.

Asked to conment by a foreign journalist on the proposed NATO Rapid
Response Force for which a neeting of the defence mnisters of NATO
countries was being held in Warsaw, he said Mal aysia was agai nst the
setting up of such a force

NATO has proposed the creation of a strike force of up to 20,000 troops
to conduct mlitary operations anywhere in the world with a core of 5,000
that coul d be depl oyed in seven to 30 days.

"I certainly do not like the idea of pre-enptive strikes in order to
prevent possible acts of terror, but the crucial question is, who is going
to make the decision to strike? If it is going to be any country, then many
countries are going to nmake pre-enptive strikes agai nst their nei ghbours
and that will cause a lot of instability in the whole world," said Dr
Mahat hi r.

So, the concept of pre-enptive strikes was sonething that had to be
debated internationally before anyone should take it up, he said.

Turning to Britain's rel ease of a dossier setting out London's case for
action against Ilrag with clains that President Saddam Hussein was buil di ng
up stocks of chem cal and bi ol ogi cal weapons and was ready to use them he
sai d:

"W will be very happy to support nilitary action if it can be proven
wi t hout reasonabl e doubt that Iraq was manufacturing weapons of nass
destruction," Dr Mahat hir said.

He al so said Malaysia did not agree with United Nations sanctions
agai nst Baghdad for they did not hurt the governnent but hurt the people,
poor peopl e, wormen and chil dren.

"Why shoul d we puni sh these people who are not responsible at all for



t he government they have?" he said.

Asked to what extent the United States and Britain had made up their
mnd to attack Iraq, he said: "The US and Britain should listen to the rest
of the world and if the rest of the world cannot agree, there nust be a
reason for it; solet's act multilaterally as the unilateral action by
these two countries affects the rest of the world."

To suggestions that some nmenbers of the European Union were guilty of
practisi ng doubl e standards as they were bent on supporting efforts to
attack Iraqg but ignored Israel's defiance of numerous UN resol utions such
as on providing a separate honel and for the Pal estinians, he said:

"This is sonmething that everybody has been accused of...people say one
thing when it suits themand anot her when it does not.

Actually, if it is afriendly country, it is all right not to be
denocratic, but if you are not a friendly country, you nmust becone
denocratic and things |ike that, we are used to that," he said.

"That is part of international relations that you find today. You don't
have to be very correct, you can be a little bit hypocritical (but) | am
not saying that Europe is hypocritical, | amsaying everybody is," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

Asked on the siege at Pal estinian | eader Yasser Arafat's headquarters
compound at the West Bank, he said Israel should not pin himdown in that
way.

"My worry is that if anything should happen to Arafat, he would becone
a martyr and if that happens, it would cause a great deal of anger anopbng
the Muslimcomunity throughout the world and not just in Palestine."

He said that if this happened, there would probably be nore recruits
for terrorist activities and that was why it was inportant that there
shoul d be no acci dent which mght cause injury or death to Arafat.

"I'f you renpove President Arafat, who is there to replace hin? If you
replace himw th soneone who conplies with the wi shes of Israeli Prine
M ni ster Ariel Sharon, he would be rejected or even assassinated," said Dr
Mahat hi r.

"The best thing is to deal with Arafat as he is the only credible
| eader of the Pal estinians. Cbviously, he is not able to completely contro
the acts by certain groups, but neither will anybody el se," he said.

Dr Mahathir is expected to neet the Mal aysian conmunity | ater today,

after which he will |eave Copenhagen for a brief holiday in Europe before
returning to Mal aysi a next week.
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