07 AUG 2002
Syed Ham d-Critic
MALAYSI A TREATS FORElI GN WORKERS WELL, SAYS SYED HAM D

DENPASAR (BALI), Aug 7 (Bernama) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar sai d today he does not understand why Ml aysi a has al ways been
criticised by Indonesia's nmedia and | abour organi sati ons whenever it takes
firmactions to resolve the problemof illegal workers fromthe republic.

"Ml aysi a has been very just and fair when it comes to treating foreign
wor kers and no other countries have treated foreign workers as well as we
have,"” he told Ml aysi an reporters here.

He said Mal aysi a had al ways wel coned forei gn workers provided they came
t hrough a proper channel and had valid docunents.

Syed Hanid said the Ml aysi an governnment had given a | ot of
opportunities to the illegal workers including the recent anmesty
pr ogr anme.

"I don't understand why there are cynical reports critising Malaysia's
nmove to send hone the workers although it is a hunane effort," he said.

Syed Hami d was comenting on reports in the |Indonesian nedi a which
questioned Mal aysia's nmove to repatriate I ndonesi an workers.

"Wt al so need to look after the interests of our own people,"” he said.

When asked whet her such reports woul d affect Ml aysi a-1ndonesia ties,
Syed Ham d said both countries enjoyed close relationship due to their
proximty, and econom c and political reasons.

He sai d whatever step taken towards econom c recovery by the | ndonesian
adminsitrati on woul d benefit Ml aysia as Kual a Lunpur was currently the
bi ggest investor in the republic.

Syed Hanid said the issue of Ml aysian investnments in | ndonesia would
be di scussed during the neeting of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and hi s I ndonesi an counterpart Presiden Megawati Sukarnoputri.

"W need to raise the issue as we have nore than RML bilion investnent
in Indonesia and it covers many sectors including agriculture,” he said.

On the neeting of both | eaders, Syed Hamid said it is nore of an annua
consultation to show that bilateral relation between Ml aysia and | ndonesi a
i s good al though there was a change in | eadership in |Indonesia.

He said both | eaders woul d wi tness the signing of several Menorandumns
of Under st andi ng.

The MoUs to be signed by both parties include the issues of
repatriating the illegal Indonesian workers, wonmen and fam |y devel opnent
and the agreenent between Ml aysi a, |ndonesia and Thail and regardi ng the
control over the price of rubber.

Dr Mahathir would al so | aunch the Mal aysi a- | ndonesi a Busi ness Counci
(PERMAI), and the natural gas project fromPulau Natuna to Pul au Duyong in
Ter engganu.
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