12/ 03/ 2002
Mal aysia and NZ call for international effort to tackle terrorism

Kamar ul zaman Sal | eh

MALAYSI A and New Zeal and have called for international co-operation in
solving the problemof terrorism This includes "intelligence sharing and
| aw enf orcement agenci es co-operating with each other"

New Zeal and Forei gn and Trade Mnister Phil Goff said the two countries
al so agreed that while suppressing terrori smwas a necessary task, "we
al so have to ensure that we address the causes of terrorisni.

In an interview in Kuala Lunmpur, CGoff said: "There was strong agreenent
bet ween New Zeal and and Mal aysia that until we tackle problens such as the
situation in the Mddl e East between the Pal estinian Authority and Israel
there will continue to be an environment that will breed terrorismand sym
pathy for terrorism?"”

He said it was inportant that the co-operation was based on broad
coalition of nations to tackle the problemso as to avoid a repeat of the
Sept 11 tragedy.

CGoff, who was on a three-day visit to Mal aysia, earlier held discussions
with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad and Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi .

He al so met Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar and Defence
M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak to discuss bilateral ties as well as
regi onal issues.

Cof f described his nmeeting with the Prime Mnister as "very

conprehensive", adding that "I think we had simlar views on the question
of the Palestinian Authority and Israel ... W believe quite strongly that
vi ol ence only begets violence ... Like Dr Mahathir said if an Israeli is
killed in an act of terrorism if you respond by killing four

Pal esti ni ans, where does it |ead you?"

Both agreed that Israel should abide by the United Nations' Resol ution
242 adopted in 1967 that it withdraw fromthe occupied territories.

Coff said if Tel Aviv was prepared to nake those conprom ses then the
worl d coul d provide support and an environnent that would protect its
| egi timat e boundari es.

"I"ve expressed to both (Pal estinian) chairman (Yasser) Arafat and
(Israeli) Foreign Mnister (Shinon) Peres that New Zeal and woul d be
prepared to contribute to an international peacekeeping force, but before
we can do that there has to be peace.

"We cannot go in where one side refuses to accept the existence of the
peacekeepi ng force which makes it unviable,"” he said, adding New Zeal and
currently had peacekeepers in the Mddle East in Gorah, on the border of
Gaza and Egypt.

Li ke Mal aysi a, New Zeal and stresses the inportance of finding a solution
to the Mddle East conflict.

"I'f not, the problemw Il continue to surface, causing young people to
sacrifice their lives in terrorist acts which breed synmpathy for further
vi ol ence. Thus, violence fromboth sides has to stop

"For any peace to be created on a fair and just outcone, (it) wll
requi re conprom ses but (Israeli) Prime Mnister (Ariel) Sharon, at this
point, is not prepared to nake (peace)," he said.

CGoff and Dr Mahathir al so di scussed bilateral issues and expressed the
need to work closely to further enhance rel ations.

During the nmeeting, CGoff also asked Dr Mahathir about his visit to
Antarctica and they discussed possible co-operation on scientific projects



as New Zeal and has a research facility at Scott base.

He said there was a desire for both countries to work closely on
scientific projects on Antarctica as New Zeal and and Mal aysia had built a
strong conmmitment to protect the area.

Total trade between the two countries totalled NzZ$1.6 billion (RM2. 56
billion) last year and is in Malaysia's favour.

New Zeal and' s exports to Mal aysia rose by 16 per cent and conprised
mai nly neat, wool and dairy products.

Mal aysi a's exports to New Zeal and of mminly el ectronic conponents
i ncreased by 21 per cent |ast year.

New Zeal and is also interested in attracting nore Ml aysi an students to
its institutions of higher |learning. There are about 1,300 Ml aysian
students there.
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