07 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r - Saddam
MAHATHI R SAYS REMOVI NG SADDAM W LL NOT SCLVE TERRORI SM | SSUE

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 7 (Bernanmm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today
that renmovi ng President Saddam Hussein from power and bringi ng denocracy to
Irag woul d not sol ve problens affecting that country nor tackle
international terrorismeffectively.

The prime mnister said US President George W Bush was al so taking the
wrong stance in fighting terrori smbecause the Anericans were angered by
the Sept 11 attacks and angry people usually did not think rationally.

The key to tackling the problemwas finding the root causes of
terrorism he said at a one-hour dialogue at his office, here, with 40
international and | ocal nedia fell ows conprising senior journalists who had
cone for the East Asia Econonic Summit organi sed by the World Econonic
Forumin Kual a Lunpur.

The prime nminister fielded a wi de range of questions ranging from
tackling international terrorismto the greater enphasis on the English
| anguage i n Mal aysi an school s.

Dr Mahat hir again nmaintained that the root causes of terrorismmnmust be
found in order to eradicate it.

He reveal ed that Mal aysia al so faced a terrorist insurgency when it
attai ned i ndependence sone 45 years ago but nanaged to find its root
causes.

He said it was found that many Chinese residents in the country felt
that they did not have a stake in the country when they were not made
citizens then.

As such, about one million Chinese in the country were given
citizenship papers and the i nsurgents eventually gave up their fight, he
added.

Dr Mahathir said Bush should Iisten to the views of the internationa
community in tackling the terrorismissue.

Save for Britain, he said, the other countries were not supportive of
air strikes against Iraqg.

To a question on whether a change of regine or bringing denocracy to
Iraq could solve problens in that country, Dr Mahathir said denocracy al so
did not solve problens in many Latin Anerican countries.

As for the rude treatnent of foreign travellers at U.S. airports, he
said this had increased the fear of flying and was al so not contributing to
the recovery of the gl obal econony.

Asked to el aborate on his call to Muslimcountries to use oil as a
weapon, Dr Mahathir said his suggesti on was based on the prem se that since

t hey produced nost of the world's oil, they still had sone strength through
the comodity.

However, he felt that Muslimcountries were still divided and weak and
this caused themto be oppressed by other countries.

On relations with Singapore, he said: "W are still on talking terms."

However, Dr Mahathir said, there were several issues that needed to be
resol ved between the two countries. They included the purchase of raw water
from Ml aysia at three sen per 1,000 gallons, contributions to Singapore's
Central Provident Fund, which workers from peninsul ar Mal aysi a who had
worked in the republic had been unable to withdraw, and | and recl amati on by
the island republic.

Dr Mahathir said the paynent of three sen per 1,000 gallons was
contained in an agreenent drawn up by the British in 1927 when Si ngapore



was a British colony and Johor, a British protectorate.
Mal aysi a pays Singapore 50 sen per 1,000 gallons to buy back treated
wat er from Si ngapor e.

"How many things are still being charged at 1927 prices today?" the
prime minister said.
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