14/ 08/ 2002

Dr M An “incursion' if US commuandos cane

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Malaysia will consider it an incursion if the United
States sent commandos here to arrest people purported to be menbers of the
Al - Qaeda group.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said they woul d be dealt
wi th accordingly as Malaysia had its own ways to handl e i ncursions.

"If they come to our country, it will be considered an incursion,"” the
Prime Mnister told reporters after |aunching Universiti Tunku Abdul
Rahman.

Dr Mahathir was conmenting on a report in the New York Tines that the US
was proposing to send conmandos to any country to apprehend or kill people
purported to be menbers of the Al -Qaeda group.

According to the report, it was not necessary for the US to informthe
affected countries.

The Al -Qaeda group is linked to Saudi-born mllionaire Osana bin Laden
who is Washington's prine suspect in the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in Washi ngton.

On whet her a conpany had been awarded the contract to start work on the
Bakun hydroel ectric dam Dr Mhathir said he hoped it would be soon
because the consunption of electricity has shot up to 900 negawatts a
nmonth. "That's very frightening,"” he said.
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