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Forum Mahat hi r
MAHATHI R, WORLD LEADERS TO ADDRESS WEF ANNUAL MEETI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 18 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad will
be anong several world | eaders to address the Worl d Econoni ¢ Forum ( V\EF)
annual neeting this year which organisers said will contribute to shaping a
new vi sion for the gl obal agenda after the Sept 11 attacks on the United
St at es.

The nmeeting will be held in New York fromJan 31 to Feb 4, the first
time it is hosted outside Davos in the 31-year-old history of the
CGeneva- based i nfl uential foundati on.

"W are bringing together an extraordinary collection of people, in
extraordinary tines. This could truly be an annual neeting that makes
history," WEF president Kalus Schwab said in a statenment today.

"W created a brand new programe for this annual neeting...a programme
designed to stinul ate discussion and provide insights that will help us
better cope with the fragility of our tinmes."

Nearly 3,000 participants, with record attendance fromboth the
busi ness and civil society groups, are expected to turn up at the five-day
conference which carries the theme "Leadership in Fragile tinmes: A Vision
for a Shared Future".

O her | eaders expected at the neeting include Gernman Chancel |l or Gerhard
Schr oder, Canadi an Prine Mnister Jean Chretien, South African President
Thabo Moeki, Jordan's King Abdul | ah Hussein, Australian Prinme M nister John
Howar d, Philippine President d oria Macapagal Arroyo, Col onbi an Presi dent
Andres Pastrana, Austrian President Thomas Klestil, US Secretary of State
Colin Powell and fornmer US President Bill dinton.

Forty-three religious | eaders, representing all major faiths, will also
be participating.

The WEF said the gathering was noved to New York to signal its
determ nation to tackle head on the chall enges faced by the world after
Sept 11 when two hijacked conmercial planes were deliberately crashed into
the twin towers of the Wrld Trade Center there

"When we began planning this neeting in the aftermath of 11 Sept and in
the midst of the anthrax scare in New York, we could have hardly i nmagi ned
the I evel of participation we're |ooking at today. It's clear our menbers
feel that this neeting is both necessary and inportant at this tinme," said
Donna Redel, the managi ng director who heads WEF' s centre for gl oba
i ndustri es.

The nmeeting will focus on six areas - restoring sustai ned grow h,
achi eving security and address vul nerabilities, redefining business
chal | enges, reducing poverty and achi eving equity, sharing val ues and
respective differnces, and re-eval uating | eadershi p and gover nance.

Mal aysia will al so be hosting the WEF East Asia sunmit for the first
time on Cct 6-8.
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