25 AUG 2002

MALAYSI A UNDERSTANDS | NDONESI A' S PROBLEMS OVER HAZE

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 25 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia understands the probl ens
I ndonesia is facing in controlling the current haze situation, the Prine
M ni ster, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, said today.

Mal aysia on its part was studying ways to prevent the haze from com ng
here and was consi dering cl oud seedi ng, he said.

"But the haze has since dissipated as it rained yesterday," he told
reporters after | aunching the Wonen's Day 2002 cel ebrations thenmed " Nurul
Moul di ng a Knowl edgeabl e Generation." at StadiumPutra, Bukit Jalil here.

He said this when asked to comment on the energence of haze in Ml aysia
following the forest burning in Indonesian provinces such as Sumatra and
West Kal i mant an.

Many flights in Kalimantan and Surmatra have been cancel |l ed or
reschedul ed because of the haze.

On Wednesday, Mal aysi an Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronment M nister
Dat uk Seri Law Hieng Ding said the haze situation in Ml aysia was under
control and only one area in Sarawak was cl assified as unheal t hy.

Law said he had witten to his |Indonesian counterpart urging himto
take urgent neasures to control the haze.
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