28/ 11/ 2002
Penang BN |likely to recomrend sacki ng

Noor Adzman Bahar uddin

PENANG, Wed. - Senior Penang Bari san Nasional |eaders are expected to
recommend t he expul sion of MCA backbenchers Li m Boo Chang (Datuk Keramat)
and Tan Cheng Liang (Jawi) for breaching party discipline.

Sources told the New Straits Tines that the matter woul d be di scussed
when State BN chairman Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon calls for a State BN
counci | neeting soon.

"This is a very serious matter and we should seriously consider
expelling them™"™ a source said when asked on the course of action by the
State BN council. "W have to nete out the nost appropriate action for
defying party line and expul sion is one of the options."

Koh, who is also State BN chairman, has subnmitted to Prine Mnister and
BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad a full report on Limand Tan's
actions on the last day of the State Legislative Assenbly sitting on Nov
21.

In the incident, Limand Tan abstained instead of rejecting a notion
tabl ed by the Opposition to defer the proposed construction of the RML. 02
billion Penang Quter Ri ng Road.

Limand Tan cl ai med i gnorance of a directive fromKoh to reject the
nmotion, issued in their presence at a pre-Assenbly nmeeting on Nov 9.

Anot her source said regardl ess of the outcome of the State BN counci
meeting, it would be up to Dr Mahathir to decide the fate of Limand Tan

"However, we will definitely opt for very stern action agai nst the duo
and expelling themfromthe BN is definitely one very possible option,"

t he source said.

"After all, Dr Mahathir has said that the duo could be expelled since
they have committed a very serious disciplinary breach

"Besides him a host of other senior BN | eaders, Deputy Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yai k echoed simlar sentinents.

"These are very senior |eaders who have gone through thick and thin to
mai ntai n harnmony and order in the BN, " the source said, adding that Lim
and Tan or anyone who di sobeyed party directives should be severely
repri manded.

Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Dr H Il m Yahaya said State MCA chai rman Wng
Kam Hoong' s defence of the two assenbl ynen was | ane.

"How can he say that Limand Tan did not know what to do after the Chief
M ni ster had already instructed them and ot her backbenchers to vote
agai nst the notion?

"Although I amthe party whip, | don't need to rem nd them of what they
al ready knew or what they should do during the sitting.

"It is a very |ame excuse,"” he said when conmenting on Wng's cl ai mthat
Li m and Tan were unaware of Koh's directive.

He confirmed that only 19 backbenchers were present when House Speaker
Dat uk Yahaya Abdul Ham d called for a division of vote.

"Al'l except Limand Tan voted agai nst the notion

"I amsad that ny friends did not reject the notion," he said.
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