14 AUG 2002

MAHATH R BI DS FAREVEELL TO TI MOR LESTE PREM ER

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 14 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad bade farewell to the visiting Prime Mnister of the
new y-i ndependent nation of Tinor Leste, Dr Mari Bim Anmude Al katiri, today.
Dr Alkatiri arrived here on Sunday at the head of a 27-nmenber
hi gh-1 evel delegation for a four-day official visit to Ml aysia.
Dr Mahat hir spent about 30 minutes with Dr Alkatiri at the Regency
Hotel , here.
During the visit, Dr Alkatiri held talks with Dr Mahathir on bil ateral
relations as well as a del egati on neeting with the Ml aysi an si de.
Tinor Leste is seeking Malaysia's helpinits social economc
devel opnent as Mal aysia is regarded as the best nodel for devel opnent.
Deputy Foreign Mnister Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad had sai d that
Mal aysia was willing to assist Tinor Leste in education, industrial
devel oprent, agriculture as well as joint ventutres in oil and gas
i ndustries through Petronas, beside hel pi ng through i nvestnent in the
downst ream and export-oriented sectors.
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