03 JUL 2002

Mahat hi r - Successor

MAHATHI R CONFI DENT OF ABDULLAH S LEADERSHI P, ASKS FOR THE PECPLE' S
SUPPORT

KUALA LUMPUR, July 3 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday expressed confidence that Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw ,
whom he has nanmed as his successor, will bring the country to greater
hei ght s.

He said he was al so confident that his deputy would receive the ful
support of the | eaders of Umo and the other Barisan Nasi onal conponent
parties to ensure a snmooth transition of power to continue with the
nati onal devel opnent.

Dr Mahathir, who had announced his intention to retire after the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (O C) Sunmit in Cctober next year, was
al so happy that the transition of power could proceed snoothly and that it
was accepted by the peopl e.

"Thank God, we nust be thankful for the situation in our country
because a transition of power in the government would normally be plagued
with all sorts of probelnms, chaos, power struggle and so forth," he said
upon his return froma 10-day vacati on overseas.

"I believe that our country has huge potential for devel opnent and to
becone a devel oped country by 2020, or even earlier for sonme areas," he
said at a wel com ng cerenony attended by over 10,000 people at the Royal
Mal aysi an Air Force (RVMAF) base in Subang, near here.

Dr Mahathir said the Umo | eaders, at a neeting with hima day after he
announced his retirement, had agreed that there would be no power struggle
for the posts of deputy prime mnister and deputy Umnmo president.

He t hanked the people for their strong support which had enabl ed the
governnent to concentrate on nation buil ding.

"Alot still needs to be done to develop this nation,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the people would continue to enjoy devel opnent if they
continued to live in peace |ike now.

"This is the hope of all of us and this is also ny hope," he said.

Dr Mahathir told a nmedia conference earlier that he would continue to
serve as Kubang Pasu MP and to give his support to the party and
gover nnent .

"l believe in giving strong support to the | eadership. | had enjoyed
the same strong support and | think it is nmy duty to provide the sane
strong support to ny successor," he said.

He said he could contribute his service despite being outside the
governnent and in fact would have nore tinme to explain the party's struggle
and the governnment's policies and the adninistration in the country.

"I hope to neet as nmamny peopl e and conponent party nenbers as possible
to explain the inportance of continuing with the good practices in our
country.

"I''mhappy to note the support fromso many young people in the recent
(Umo) general assenbly. This is the second echelon and | nust continue
with efforts to build a second echel on so that Umo can be perpetuated," he
sai d.

Asked about the criteria for choosing Abdullah as his successor, Dr
Mahat hir sai d Abdul | ah had been chosen by Umo as its deputy president and
the party tradition dictated that the deputy president take over the
president's post.

"Secondly, |'ve worked with Abdullah for so long, and at one tinme, |
asked whet her he was ready to take over and he said he was, so there's no



question about it," he said.

Asked whether a 16-nonth transitional period was too long, he said: "I
think it's not a problem It's 16 nonths because of the O C neeting.

"I had given an undertaking to nmany O C | eaders that | would be
wel comi ng themat the neeting, so it's not nice for ne not to fulfil ny
prom se. If ny resignation had been accepted that day, | would not be the
host, " he said.

"When | found out that nmany people disagreed with my intention and
wanted me to stay on, | asked for a nonth but it was not accepted.

"So, the follow ng day, when the party | eaders cane to ny house, |
decided that as ny responsibility to be chairman of the Non-Aligned
Movenent (NAM and the O C, | would stay on for up to 16 nonths until after
the O C neeting," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so received a pennant with the Iyrics of a song,
"Khalifah Kita", dedicated to him fromllya Qastal anni Haulil ah, 15, and
Dewi Seri Bayu Nordin Selat, 6, who called thensel ves representatives of
t he Mal aysi an peopl e.

There was a carnival atnosphere at the RVAF base with thousands of
peopl e gathered there as early as 6am They al so brought al ong banners and
flags with sl ogans pl edgi ng support to the prine mnister.

A small aircraft hovered above with a banner carrying the words "Dr M
Kepul angan Mu Di nanti kan" (Dr M your return is eagerly awaited).
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