17/ 08/ 2002

Mal aysi a, Myanmar to sign two MoUs during PMs visit

PUTRAJAYA, Fri. - Malaysia and Myanmar are set to sign two nmenoranda of
understanding during Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s two-
day visit begi nning Sunday, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar
sai d today.

The MoU s are for an offshore oil exploration agreenent between Petronas
and Myanmar's M nistry of Energy, and for a study on the construction of
m ni - hydro plants at the Nga Moe Yei k and Tabuhl a dans.

The second MbU wi Il be signed between Tepat Tekni k Sdn Bhd and Myanmar's
Mnistry of Agriculture and Irrigation.

Dr Mahathir's 300-nenber delegation will include his w fe, Datuk Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali; International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk
Seri Rafidah Aziz; Energy, Communications and Miltinedia M nister Datuk
Amar Leo Moggi e; Syed Hamid, senior Governnent officials and busi nessmen.

"We hope that this will be a constructive visit and will further enhance
the rel ati onshi p between Ml aysia and Myanmar. W will continue to play a
role to assist them" Syed Ham d said at Wsnma Putra.

Three nore MobUs - on the export of steel, teleconmunications and Yangon
city devel opnent - are also on the cards but have not been confirmed.

Dr Mahathir's visit is at the invitation of the State Peace and
Devel opnent Council chairman, Senior General Than Shwe, and is also to
reci procate Than Shwe's visit to Malaysia in Septenber |ast year.

Kual a Lunmpur and Yangon established diplomatic relations in 1958.

Syed Hamid said Dr Mahathir and Than Shwe woul d al so exchange vi ews on
bil ateral issues especially trade and investnent.

Dr Mahathir's schedul e i ncludes a keynote address at the Ml aysi a-
Myanmar Technol ogy Conference, jointly organised by the Ml aysi an
I ndustry- CGovernment Group for H gh Technology (M ght) and the State Peace

and Devel oprment Council in collaboration with the Ml aysi an External Trade
Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade) and Institute Sultan |skandar.
Wth its RM.23 billion investnment - mainly in tinber processing, hotel,

tourism trading, mning, agriculture and manufacturing - Ml aysia is
currently the fourth largest foreign investor in Myanmar, after Singapore,
the United Ki ngdom and Thai | and.

Mal aysia's total trade with Myanmar | ast year anounted to RML. 045
billion with exports to Myanmar totalling RW48.6 mllion and inports
valued at RM97.1 mllion.

Syed Ham d said Dr Mahathir woul d al so have a di al ogue with Mal aysi ans
l[iving in Myanmar during his visit.

Descri bi ng Mal aysi a- Myanmar rel ati ons as "warm and cordial,” he said
about 200 Myanmars are undergoi ng short courses under the Ml aysian
Techni cal Cooperation Programe. About 16,000 Myanmars are al so wor ki ng
legally in Malaysia, mainly in the construction and garnment sectors.

There is no plan for a neeting between Dr Mhat hir and Myanmar's
Qpposition | eader Aung San Suu Kyi .
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