26 AUG 2002
Syed Ham d- Pol and
MALAYSI A TO STUDY COOPERATI ON W TH POLAND TO COVBAT ORGANI SED CRI MES

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 26 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will study the possibility of
cooperating with Poland to conbat organi sed crines such as noney | aunderi ng
and terrorism

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today that his Polish
counterpart, Wodzimerz Cnoszew cz, had expressed Poland's interest to
forge cooperation in that area during a nmeeting between them

"They would like us to sign an agreenent with themto conbat organi sed
crinme. That is now under consideration by us," he told reporters after the
hour-1ong neeting at Wsna Putra, here.

Cinbszewicz arrived here yesterday for a two-day visit. This is his
second visit to the country, the first being in 1996 when he was the prine
m ni ster of the country of sone 39 million people.

Syed Ham d said Poland felt that such cooperation was necessary as it
feared that syndicates or mafia groups in eastern Europe mi ght use Ml aysia
or spread their illegal activities to this country.

He said the Polish mnister also expressed his country's interest to
send its foreign mnistry officers here for |anguage training i n Bahasa
Mal aysi a.

He said bilateral trade, which currently favours Ml aysia, was expected
totilt to Poland's favour once Mal aysi a purchased the proposed PT91 main
battl e tanks from Pol and. Poland's trade value with Ml aysia | ast year
total l ed US$97 milli on.

Pol and is Malaysia's | argest trading partner anong the central and
eastern European countries.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad visited Warsaw | ast
March, the first Malaysian prime mnister to visit the country since
di pl omatic rel ati ons were established between the two countries 30 years
ago.

Syed Hanid said Pol and was al so keen to sign Menoranduns of
Understanding (MoU) in the various areas of the defence industry.

"What is inportant is that Malaysia would like relations with Poland to
be multi-pronged, not sinply focused on defence. And I think they are quite
agreeble (on that)," he said.
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