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Mahat hi r - denocr acy
MALAYSI A 1S A WORKI NG DEMOCRACY, SAYS MAHATH R

By: Zul kefli Salleh

NEW DELHI, Oct 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today he is not ashaned of the denpbcracy practised in
Mal aysi a, despite accusati ons of otherw se by others.

He said Malaysia is in fact a denocracy and a worki ng one too because
its people understand the Iimt and the purpose of denocracy.

"Some countries called thensel ves denocratic republics but they are not
actual ly denocratic. | know nany of such countries but I don't want to nane
them" he said.

Dr Mahathir was fielding questions fromthe floor at the Indian-Asean
Busi ness Summit here after he delivered a keynote address on "Asia in 2020:
Chal | enges and Prospects”" organi sed by the Federation of |ndian Chanber of
Commerce and | ndustry.

He said there are many types of denocracy, |iberal and gui ded, but the
nost inportant of all is the ability to choose | eaders and a governnent,
and also the ability to topple it through the ballot box.

"Sone people say when there is denobnstration there is denocracy. In
sonme countries there are al ways denpnstrations and the (trades') unions
al ways call for a strike," he said.

He said in Ml aysia the unions do not resort to strike to resolve
di spute and grievances not because they are tame but because they realise
that such actions would scare away foreign direct investnent.

"Mal aysi ans realise the limts of denpbcracy," he said.

Dr Mahathir said some western press | ooked at devel opi ng countries and
said that the "brown people" could not govern their own countries.

"The West seens to know a | ot about us but nothi ng about thensel ves.

"I am not ashanmed of the denocracy in Malaysia. It is a denocracy and a
wor ki ng denocracy, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir arrived here this afternoon from Hyderabad, the start of
his three-day visit to this world' s | argest denocracy.

He was al so asked on how Mal aysi a had devel oped her econony and nanaged
to tide over the 1997 financial crisis.

The prime mnister's 40-m nute keynote address drew a | oud appl ause
fromthe Indian busi nessnen and so was his remarks during the question and
answer session that ensued.

Afterward, he called on President Abdul Kalam and his Indian
counterpart Atal Bihari Vaj payee before | eading a del egati on neeti ng.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to depart for |slamabad tonmorrow norning for a
one-day visit to Pakistan.
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