19 NOV 2002

Engl i sh- Dong Zong

MAJORI TY OF CHI NESE SUPPORT MULTI LI NGUALI SM SAYS FORMER DONG ZONG
CHAI RVAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 19 (Bernama) -- The mgjority of Chinese in the
country are supportive of the governnent's nove to use English to teach
Sci ence and Mathematics in Chinese primary schools, said a forner Dong Zong
chai rman, Dr Too Chee Cheong.

Citing a 1985 survey conducted by Chinese daily, Sin Chew Jit Pao (nhow
Sin Chew Daily) he said it showed that the mgjority of Chinese supported
three or nore | anguages in Chinese primary school s.

"l have proof of that (survey conducted by Sin Chew)...the report which
said that the majority agreed to openi ng of Chinese schools to three
| anguages,"” he told reporters at his dispensary here today.

Dr Too, 78, was the chairnman of the United Chinese School Committees
Associ ati on of Ml aysia (UCSCAM, or better known as Dong Zong, in 1960.
Dong Zong and Federation of the Chinese School Teachers Assocation or Jiao
Zong rmade up the chinese educati on nmovenent, known as Dong Ji ao Zong.

As such, he said it was wong for Dong Jiao Zong to m sl ead t he Chi nese
community and that the conmunity's opposition towards accepting any other
| anguage except the Chinese | anguage was nerely the opinion of the
novenent .

"The biggest disaster for the Chinese community is actually the
pol ari sation of the comunity into two groups -- the Chinese speaking
Engl i sh and the Chi nese speaki ng only Chinese," he said.

"I do have full respect for Dong Jiao Zong. They have done a good job
as far as the Chinese education is concerned but the way they continue to
refuse to accept multilingualismhas led to the | ow standard of Engli sh
anong Chi nese students,"” Dr Too said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad's wi sdomto i nprove the
English standard is very tinely and the inplenmentation of the policy have
recei ved supports fromvarious races, including the Mal ays, he said.

"This is because they know that by mastering the | anguage, it does not
j eopar di se Bahasa Mal aysi a,"” he said.

Dr Too said he tried to influence his coll eagues in Dong Jiao Zong to
support the bilingual or multilingual approach when he was the chairman of
Dong Zong in 1960 but to no avail as they (Dong Jiao Zong) only wanted to
set up a conpl ete Chi nese education system right fromprimary to the
tertiary |level.

"Because of that, | was isolated and eventually |l eft Dong Jiao Zong.
They called me the traitor of the Chinese community, the running dog for
the British Inperialismand | sell out the Chinese education," he said.

He al so recalled the tinme when Dong Jiao Zong was invited by Education
Mnister at that tine, Tun Dr Isnmail to have dial ogue with the Education
M ni stry when he was the Dong Zong president.

The neeting was al so attended by Jiao Zong president, SimM Yee. The
official translator did not do his job well as he did not exactly
translated what Simsaid in Chinese to Tun Dr |snail

Dr Too said as a result he had to act as the translator for Simon what
he conveyed in Chinese to Tun Dr Isnail since he (Too) could converse well
in English.

"The point is that, if | don't know English, Simwould have been taken
for a ride and for not knowi ng English, there was this di sadvantage for him
in the conversation," he said.

Dr Too advised the present |eaders of Dong Jiao Zong not to practise



doubl e standard when chanpi oni ng the Chi nese education i ssues when at the
same tinme, they sent nost of their children overseas, to pursue their
educat i on.
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