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MALAYSI A DI SAPPO NTED ON BEI NG PLACED AT TOP OF DANGER LI ST

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 18 (Bernamm) -- The Governnent is di sappoi nted over
the nove by certain countries to place Mal aysi a on top of the "danger
threat” list issued to travellers, the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has sai d.

There were al so countri es which had cancel | ed i nternational progranmes
whi ch had been schedul ed to be held in Ml aysia, he said.

"Such action can affect tourist arrivals and entry of foreign
investnment," he said in his message in conjunction with the Budget 2003
whi ch was tabl ed i n the Dewan Negara by Deputy Fi nance M ni ster Dat uk Dr
Shafi e Mohd Sal |l eh today.

Dr Mahat hir said unfounded all egati ons and the nove to |ink Ml aysia
and the Barisan Nasional to the Al -Qaeda group was the work of m schi evous
peopl e who had their own agenda and wanted to tarnish the i mage and dignity
of this country.

"They are uneasy over the success, prosperity and peace that we have
achi eved so far," said Dr Mahathir who is al so Fi nance M ni ster.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a had adopted a firmstand agai nst terrori st
activities and acted speedily to arrest the i nfl uence of certain groups
which tried to threaten public order and topple the el ected gover nment
t hrough the use of force and terrorism

At the international level, Ml aysia co-sponsored the resolution at the
United Nations against terrorismand took the initiative to hold a forumto
counter terrorist activities, he said.

The Prine M nister said Mal aysia had al so agreed to the United States'
proposal to set up a Regional Training Centre to Counter Terrorism inthis

country.
Dr Mahat hir said many events which threatened stability in the world
had occurred such as the bonbings in Bali, Indonesia, the Philippines and

Paki stan as wel |l as the hostage crisis involving Chechen fighters in
Moscow.

He said the possibility of a United States attack on Iraq coul d have
adver se consequences on the econony and i ncrease tension between Mislins
and non-Muslins in the countries concerned incl udi ng Mal aysi a.

The uncertain situation overseas had i nfl uenced worl d econom ¢ growth
whi ch was expected to expand only at 2.8 per cent this year conmpared to 2.2
per cent |ast year.

"As a country with an open econony, Ml aysia is not exenpted fromthe
effects of external devel opnents," he said.

However with t he neasures i npl enent ed by t he governnent, economc
recovery was expected to be stronger with the G oss Donestic Product (GDP)
this year increasing froml.1 per cent inthe first quarter to 3.8 per cent
in the second and perform ng even better in the third quarter.

Dr Mahathir said he held in high esteemthe solid support which the
peopl e had gi ven the governnent as well as the contributions fromthe
private sector which had worked hard to ensure econoni c growt h.

"I amconfident that with the Grace of Alnm ghty Allah, we can build an
even stronger and nore progressive Mal aysia with peace and dignity,
respected by the international community," the Prinme M nister said.
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