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MCA | eaders say BN, comunity come first

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Barisan Nasional's victory in Indera Kayangan
shows that MCA | eaders put the coalition and Chi nese comunity's interests
above their own.

Party | eaders who said this today, however, were non-conmittal about
whet her the goodwi || during the by-election canpaign would continue until
the national -1evel party elections in June.

In Serenmban, party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the by-
el ection has provided a platformfor the MCA to build on its experience of
uniti ng nmenbers.

"The experience of standing, working and noving together has |ong
exi sted, and the result was proven yesterday," he said.

Dr Ling, who is also Transport Mnister, said the win proved that "unity
is strength".

Deputy president Datuk Lim Ah Lek said party |l eaders had fulfilled their
pl edge to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad to work together
to secure a bigger majority.

"I wal ked four to five hours a day in Indera Kayangan to nmeet voters. At
that time, our only concern was a bigger win for the MCA, " said Lim

Asked if he expected both canps in the party to continue setting aside
their differences, Limsaid there was no need to touch on the subject yet
as nmenbers were still recovering fromthe canpaign

Vi ce-president Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said the victory showed that the
Chi nese community continued to support the party under the | eadership of
Dr Ling

He added that the community al so wanted to see a stable MCA

Asked if he expected any conflicts ahead of the party polls, Fong said
he hoped all nenbers woul d set aside their differences.

Anot her vi ce-president, Datuk Chua Jui Meng, said the goodw || generated
anong MCA | eaders during the by-election had put the party on a better
footi ng.

"In the nonths to cone, | hope the differences anong party | eaders can
be iron out," said Chua.

Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting, also a vice-president, said the outcone of the
el ection indicated that the voters, especially the Chinese wanted a united
MCA

"The fact that we called for a truce before the canpai gni ng hel ped.

"The outcome is an endorsenment by the Chinese community for MCA and Dr
Li ng. "

For Dat uk Chan Kong Choy, another vice-president, the by-election showed
the | eaders' maturity in overcom ng external challenges.

Wanita MCA chief Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen believed wonmen understood the
i nportance of tol erance and stability when it canme to voting.

"They are nore independant and confident in their actions."

Wanita deputy head Datin Paduka Dr Tan Yee Kew said the results showed
that the grassroots had accepted a wonan candi date. She was also glad to
have another wonman in a State |egislative assenbly.
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