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Mahat hir - Put eri
PUTERI UWNO HEAD TO BE ACCORDED STATUS OF UWNO VI CE PRESI DENT

KUALA LUMPUR, May 10 (Bernanme) -- The head of Puteri Umo will be
accorded the status of Umo vice president when the novenent is
institutionalised as an Umo entity, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad sai d today

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that the Umo Suprene Counci
at its nmeeting here today agreed to anendnents to the party's constitution
pertaining to Puteri Umo to be nmade at a special session during the Umo
general assenbly to be held in June.

"The amendnments to be made have been agreed to by the Suprene Counci
and they include a provision that Puteri's head will becone one of Umo's
vice presidents and they will be accorded simlar status at the divisiona
and branch levels," he said at a news conference after the Suprene Counci
nmeeting at the Umo headquarters at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC)
her e.

Dr Mahathir said that the status of the Puteri Umo head shoul d be the
same as currently accorded to the Umo Youth and Wanita Unmo chiefs as
Puteri Umo was a wing of the party.

"There is no reason why we shouldn't treat Puteri the same as the
Wanita and Youth (novenents)...whatever status enjoyed by the Youth and
Wanita chiefs should al so be accorded to Puteri Umo at all |evels," he
sai d.

Puteri Ummo, set up on Aug 3, 2000 is an Umo wi ng whose nenbership are
open to those aged 35 and bel ow.

Asked to el aborate on the cooperation between Umo and PAS on the issue
of Pal estine and whether it marks the begi nning of solidarity between both
parties, Dr Mahathir said that Umo wel cones PAS cooperation on the matter
but it does not nean that Umo shares the sane views as PAS on all issues.

He said that difference of opinion still exist between Umo and PAS and
for as long as this situation prevails, it would be rather difficult for
the two parties to cone together.

"We can work it out if they are willing to work out...there are areas
probably where we shouldn't fight each other |like on the i ssue of nastery
of know edge and pursuit of education. But if PAS were to say that
know edge is uni nportant, that we cannot accept," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that efforts to achieve unity among the Mal ays were
most wel comed but there nmust be a strong basis |ike over the issue of
Israeli atrocities against the Pal estinians.

“In this matter, we have no problemcooperating with PAS and others in
efforts to oppose Israel's actions agai nst Pal estine," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Umo had | ong been struggling for unity anong the
Mal ays as seen fromits efforts to consolidate the support of the Ml ay
states in facing the challenges of the Malayan Union, in putting down
British colonialismand in attaining i ndependence for the country.

"This shoul d be recognised by all," he said.

Asked whether Umo will take the initiative for both parties to reach a
consensus, Dr Mahathir said that the party had attenpted such an effort but
t he response was not encouragi ng.

"If there is quite a satisfactory response, we (Umo and PAS) can sit
down and di scuss to seek the best solution," he said.

Asked whether the prem er lecture series on the Pal estinian issue which
brought together the | eaders of the two parties will be extended to the



states, Dr Mahathir said that it was not necessary.

Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi, who is Umo
deputy president, told the news conference that the Umo nanagenent had
agreed to approve 44 new Umo branches.

He said that the party's nmanagenent woul d conduct a canpaign to
i ncrease the nunber of Umo nenbers especially anong the younger generation
to boost the menbership of the Umo Youth, Wanita Umo and Puteri Umo.

Abdul | ah sai d that preparati ons would be made for the official |aunch
of Puteri Umo after the rel evant amendnents had been approved at the
speci al sessi on.

He al so said that a manmoth rally woul d be held tonorrow i n conjunction
wi th the 56th anniversary of Umo.

A tahlil would be held tonight, he added.
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