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Mahat hi r - Bush
MALAYSI A- US AGREE ON TWO- PRONG APPROACH AGAI NST TERRORI SM

By: Jaafar Hussin and E. Si vabal an

WASHI NGTON, May 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said Mal aysia and the United States share the viewthat mlitary
action and finding the root causes of terrorismnust be addressed
si mul taneously to effectively stemthe gl obal phenomena.

He said both countries believed that nilitary action al one woul d not be
able to put an end to terrorism

"Mlitary action and the finding of the root causes of terrorism nust
go hand in hand," he told a nedia conference after his neeting with
Presi dent George W Bush at the Wite House here Tuesday.

Dr Mahathir, who is on his second day of his three-day working visit to
the US, also held talks with vice-president Dick Cheney and Nationa
Security Advi ser Condol eezza Ri ce.

Dr Mahathir said during his talks with Bush, the President agreed with
his definition of terrori smwhich he had espoused at the recent
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (O C) neeting on Terrorismin Kual a

Lunpur.
The prinme mnister had anong others stated that expl oding bonbs in
public places and killing innocent civilians or hol ding people to ransom as

shi el ds nmust be condemmed as acts of terrorismand anyone committing such
acts for whatever cause nust be regarded as terrorists.

Referring to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Dr Mahathir said the US
stand on recogni zing a Palestinian state was a step in the right direction
in finding a solution to the dispute.

The prime minister said he and Bush agreed on the need to tackle the
causes of the Pal estinian uprising so that there woul d be peace in that
regi on.

Asked whet her human rights issue in Mal aysia was a topic of discussion,
Dr Mahathir said by and | arge, other menbers of the Bush admi nistration
understood better the way the Ml aysi an government deal with problens in
the country.

Earlier, at a joint news conference prior to their neeting, Dr Mahathir
said he had wanted to follow up on his discussion with Bush on
international terrorismsince they first nmet during the Asia-Pacific
Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) neeting in Shanghai |ast Cctober.

He said the followup neeting was vital in order to find out the
strategi es being worked out by the US to counter terrorism

Asked on the reports of |inks between sone Ml aysi ans and the al - Qaeda
network i n Afghanistan, Dr Mahathir said the Ml aysi an gover nment now has
evi dence that a few Ml aysi ans who were bent on overthrow ng the Ml aysi an
governnent, had links with the terrorist group

Asked what Mal aysia could expect fromhis talk on terrorismwth Dr
Mahat hir, Bush said the US was nore than willing to share its intelligence
and information pertaining to the fight against terror with the Ml aysi an
gover nment and vi ce versa

Bush said both countries shared conmon eneny that operated under the
cl oak of several institutions before striking.

"They are not like the enenmy we've known before. And in order to nake
sure our respected societies are as secure as possi ble, we nust share
intelligence," the President said.
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