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MOGG E SUGGESTS GERMAN PARTI Cl PATI ON I N M SI A- CHI NA | NI TI ATI VES

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mijid

MUNI CH, March 18 (Bernanmm) -- Gernman conpani es should junp at the
opportunity of working with Malaysia to tap the Ml aysi a- Chi na joint
initiatives involving major intra-regional projects, said Energy,

Communi cati ons and Miultimedia M nister Datuk Amar Leo Moggi e.

He said that by showi ng strong econom c performances, Ml aysia and
China were in good position to spearhead projects such as the Trans Asi an
Railway with plans for a fibre-optic link running all the way from
Si ngapore, Ml aysia, Indochina and all the way to Yunnan and the rest of
Chi na.

"German conpani es can benefit by collaborating with Malaysia to tap the
Mal aysia-China initiatives through this network," he said.

Moggi e said this during a special presentation on opportunities for
col l aboration in information and conmmuni cati on technol ogy (I CT)
devel oprents in Mal aysia at the Ml aysi an- Ger man Busi ness Forum here
Monday, held in conjunction with the official visit by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to CGer nany.

He said that with all eyes now on the huge China nmarket, Ml aysia would
be a natural springboard for Gernan conpanies to tap the abundance of
hi ghly-skilled and nmulti-lingual |ICT workers at conpetitive salaries.

Moggi e said that exanpl es of Western nultinationals having Ml aysi an
enpl oyees in their offices in China included Motorola, Ericsson,

Schl unberger and Al catel .

"Mal aysi a can al so be used as a springboard to the rest of the Asia
Pacific countries with nost of whomwe share conmon | anguages and cul tura
heritages," he said.

The forum attended by nore than 300 peopl e including 200 nmenbers of
the German busi ness community, featured a keynote address by Dr Mahathir
which carried the theme "Realising a Vision: The Ml aysi an Way".

Moggi e provi ded participants with a background and an update on vari ous
ICT initiatives in Malaysia, particularly those under the anbitious
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC) project, an area of 750 sq kmsouth of the
capital Kual a Lunmpur whi ch has been designated as a hub for the devel opnent
of multimedi a services and products.

The MSC, | aunched in August 1996, ains to drive the Ml aysi an econony
to higher val ue-added activities through the wi de usage and adopti on of
| CT.

Moggi e said that the MSC had resulted in the rapid growth of the ICT
sector in Malaysia and an indication of this was the nunber of Ml aysi an
| CT small and nmedi umentreprises (SMEs) al one had increased frombarely 300
in 1997 to nore than 1, 650 t oday.

"These SMEs are inmportant to us because they serve as the backbone of
t he Mal aysian I CT industry," he said.

In addition, he said that Gernman conpanies, in collaboration wth
Mal aysi an counterparts, should take advantage of new projects to be
| aunched within the existing MSC fl agship applications of electronic
governnent, smart schools, nultipurpose card, tele-health, borderless
mar keting centre, worl dw de manufacturing web as well as research and
devel opnent (R&D) clusters. Alater inclusion is the technopreneur
devel oprent fl agship

He said that the new projects would not only address the el ements
needed to roll out the flagship applications to the rest of Ml aysia but



al so introduce the | atest and cutti ng-edge technol ogi es.

"The new projects, which will be rolled out in phases, are also ained
at boosting other existing industries such as finance, manufacturing,
transportation and tourismto a higher level of efficiency, productivity
and conpetitiveness,"” he said.

They woul d al so provi de, he said, numerous business and research
opportunities for entreprising and i nnovative conpani es and i nvestors
i ncl udi ng SMEs.

"The reputation of German conpanies in high technology areas is
wor | d-renowned and we would like to invite you and your conpanies to
participate in these new projects in collaboration with Ml aysian
compani es, " he said.

The minister said that Gerrman firnms or investors were al so wel cone to
set up their own incubator centres for start-up | CT conpanies in Ml aysia
whi ch woul d be eligible for the MSC-status incentives.

In terns of technol ogy focus, Myggie said that Mal aysia was currently
pursui ng several cutting-edge technol ogi es and woul d be keen to work with
German organi sati ons for nutual benefit.

These include in the fields of bio-informatics both in relation to
health and agriculture, encryption and enhanced security technol ogi es as
wel | as desi gn technol ogy.

"German conpani es, especially here in Minich, are renowned for their
expertise in design technol ogy, for exanple in the design of autonobil es.
In this regard, Malaysia is keen to learn and work with German desi gn
centres," he added.
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