14 MAR 2002
Rai s- Ti ne
MONI TORI NG OF FOREI GN MAGAZI NES TO CONTI NUE

KUALA LUWPUR, March 14 (Bernama) -- The governnent will continue to
nmoni tor the foreign publications and woul d not hesitate to take actionif
t hey publish inaccurate reports and distort facts concerni ng Mal aysi a.

M nister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim
sai d t he apol ogy tendered by Ti me nagazine regarding its report on Ml aysi a
did not nean that the government woul d not take action against the
publication of reports which breached the Printing Presses and Publi cati ons
Act 1984.

Wth the apol ogy tendered by the magazi ne, the whol e worl d knew t hat
Mal aysia was in the right, he said when net at the Parlianent | obby, here
t oday.

The apol ogy was received in witing via aletter rel eased by the Tine
Headquarters i n Lancaster, London which was signed by its international
publ i sher, Andrew But cher who expressed hi s deepest regret over the report.

Inits Feb 11 issue, Time carried the Malaysian flag but replaced the
star with the i mage of OGsama bin Ladi n and pl aced crossed automatic rifles
infront of the flag which tried to portray Mal aysia as a terrorist nation.

This had rai sed protests fromvarious groups to the extent that there
were calls for the government to termi nate the placing of tourism
advertisenments on Mal aysia in the Time nagazi ne.

When asked whet her the apol ogy was sufficient conpared to t he damage
done by the report to the country's i mage worl dwi de, Rais said: "The
government feels it is sufficient because it was done in witing, not
merely over the tel ephone or interviewwhi ch was not recorded.”

In addition, Tine magazine was willing to cooperate with Mal aysi a and
gi ving an opportunity for the national |eader to wite a feature to be
publ i shed i n the nagazi ne, he said.

"This shows a change in attitude on their part...with the change in
attitude and stand, we shoul d accept it with an open heart," he said.

He said that by accepting the apol ogy, Ml aysia, which had extensive
international relations with other countries, could prove that the country
and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad adopted a friendly policy
with everyone.
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