16/ 03/ 2002

Mal aysia to buy 10 Russian helicopters

MOSCOW Fri. - Malaysia will buy 10 Russian M-17 utility helicopters to
repl ace the ageing Nuri helicopters, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak sai d.

The mediumlift utility helicopters can be used for medi cal evacuati on,
transportation, supplies, search and rescue, and commruni cati on.

VWhile Najib declined to disclose the price, it is understood that the
basi ¢ nodel s cost about US$5 million (RML9n) each. Najib is acconpanying
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who is on a four-day
official visit to the Russian Federation.

Dr Mahathir had visited the manufacturing plant in U an Ude in 1999
where he was given a denonstration of the helicopter's capabilities.

Yesterday, he visited the Zhukosky Aviation Institute, acconpani ed by
ot her nmenbers of the Ml aysi an del egati on, and gi ven a denonstrati on of
SU30 aircraft.

Mal aysi a had been | ooking to purchase new nulti-role conbat aircraft and
ot her equi prent from Russi a.

Dr Mahathir, after the bilateral talks with Russian President MV adimr
Putin, had said that Ml aysia was | ooking into the possibility of
purchasing mlitary equi pment from Moscow.

Putin expressed satisfaction with the good co-operation in mlitary and
defence area between both countries Mdscow had fornmed a special comittee
to oversee mlitary co-operation, especially in export of mlitary
products.

Mal aysi a began using 18 Russian-made M G 29 fighters aircraft inl1995.

Dr Mahathir also visited the bio-organic chem sty centre of the acadeny
of science, and had a neeting with the Russian Prinme M nister M kahil
Kasyanov at the Wite House.

He | ater perforned Friday prayers at the Prospect Mra nosque - the
ol dest nosque in Mdscow - and nmade a US$10, 000 contribution to the Mislim
community in the Cty.

Chai rman of the Russian Mufti Council, Ravil Gainutdin, the head of the
Musl im comunity in Mbscow, received the contribution.

The Muslimcomunity in Moscow is estimated at 1.5 mllion out of a
popul ation of 10 million. There are some 20 mllion Mislins in Russia.
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