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Mahat hi r - Ti nor
POTENTI AL FOR TRADE BETWEEN M SI A AND TI MOR LESTE

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 12 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has expressed confi dence that econonic ties between Mal aysi a and
new y i ndependent Tinor Leste could be expanded.

He sai d al though current bilateral econom c rel ations were
uni npressi ve, there was potential for trade and i nvest ment between the two
countries to be devel oped.

He said there were al ready 90 Mal aysi an busi nessnen in Tinor Leste
i nvol ved i n vari ous econom ¢ activities such as consulting and accounti ng,
hot el and restaurants, and comerce and general trading.

"I"mconfident that this | evel of cooperation can be further expanded,"
he said at a dinner held in honour of visiting Tinmur Leste Prine M nister
Dr Mari Bi mAmude Al katiri at Seri Perdana here tonight.

He said Mal aysi a woul d continue to encourage its private sector to go
to Tinur Leste to explore opportunities for the nutual benefit of the two
countries, such as in petrol eumand gas exploration, infrastructure
devel oprent, banki ng and i nsurance, and agricul ture.

He hoped that Tinor Leste woul d assist Ml aysi an entrepreneurs in their
endeavours.

Dr Mahathir al so assured Tinor Leste of Malaysia's commtnment to
devel op cl ose and mutual Iy beneficial relations with the country.

"W will nmaintain our cooperation with you in your devel opnent efforts
wi thin our capacities and abilities under the Ml aysi an Techni cal
Cooperation Programe," he said.

He sai d Mal aysi a woul d continue to provide training for Tinor Leste's
defence forces personnel to hel p enhance their capabilities in maintaining
peace stability in the country.

He poi nted out that Mal aysia was anong the first to set up a Liaison
OficeinDili ineffortsto foster and facilitate closer cooperation and
relations with Tinor Leste.

Dr Alkatiri, who is heading a 27-nmenber del egation that includes 17
busi nessnen, arrived here yesterday for a five-day visit.

He is expected to have an audi ence wi th Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamal ul |l ail tonorrow.
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