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Sport s- Sukma
MORE THAN 6, 000 ATHLETES FOR SUKMA | N SABAH

KUALA LUMPUR, March 25 (Bernama) -- Mre than 6,000 athletes from 20
contingents, including Australia' s Northern Territory and Brunei, will be
conmpeting in the 9th Mal aysia Ganmes (Sukma) to be held in Sabah this
Sept enber .

Yout h and Sports M ni ster Datuk H shamruddi n Tun Hussein said Northern
Territory, who woul d be making their debut, and Brunei woul d be
participating at the invitation of the hosts.

Atotal of 1,075 nedals will be up for grabs in the ganes featuring 27
sports.

"However, the Australian Northern Territory's participationis limted
to 50 athletes in five sports -- golf, athletics, sailing, cycling and
tenpin bowing," he told reporters after chairing Suknma's mai n organi sing
conm ttee neeting here today.

He said Brunei, who have participated in several Sukna before, were
allowed to conpete in all the 27 sports.

The ganes proper will be held from Sept 5 to 14 but certain teamevents
will begin on Sept 2. Sone 3,000 technical officials and 2,000 vol unteers
will be involved in the ganes.

Hi shanmmuddi n sai d 18 venues woul d be used for the biennial ganes, with
the Li kas Sports Conplex as the main venue hosting 11 sports.

Wirk to upgrade the venues was 67 percent conplete and the facilities
were expected to be ready for trial runs in June, he said.

He said all conpetition venues and the nmedia centre in Likas would be
equi pped with conmputers and an informati on systemnetwork to ensure speedy
delivery of results.

The Sukma torch run will begin on Aug 1 when Sabah receives the flane
fromthe previous hosts, Penang, at the Kota Kinabalu I nternationa
Airport.

The torch would be taken to all the 24 districts in Sabah so that
peopl e throughout the state could feel the spirit of the ganes, he said.

The ganes will be opened by Sabah Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran
Dandai and cl osed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad.

The Universiti Ml aysia Sabah (UMS) campus will serve as the ganes
vi |l | age.
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