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Lee- Mal aysi a
MORE BENEFI Cl AL | F LESS HI CCUPS I N S' PORE-M SI A TIES, SAYS LEE

SI NGAPORE, March 15 (Bernama) -- Singapore Deputy Prinme Mnister Lee
Hsi en Loong, who ended a four-day visit to Mal aysia yesterday, said the two
countries would benefit nmore if there were | ess ups and downs in ties,
according to nedia reports.

"I hope it will inprove over time, but | don't see a sudden, dramatic
qual itative change," he was quoted by the Straits Ti mes newspaper as sayi ng
at a news conference for the Singapore nmedia at a hill resort outside the

Mal aysi an capital

On Mal aysia taking issue with the republic's land reclamation in the
Straits of Johor separating the two countries, Lee reiterated that
Si ngapore had acted within its rights and in accordance with internationa
I aw.

"I'f you go on the basis of sensitivities, where do you begin and where
do you end? What is the basis for deciding who can do what? W believe that
we are doing what we are entitled to do. W do not seek a collision or
confrontation," he said.

Mal aysi a had asked Singapore to be sensitive although the I and
reclamation was within the latter's territory, voicing fears that it would
narrow the straits, thus affecting shipping flowas well as the ecol ogy and
l'ivelihood of fishernmen in the area.

During his visit, Lee told his Ml aysian counterpart, Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , that Singapore was prepared to consider Ml aysia's
vi ews and had asked Kual a Lunpur to send a note on its concerns.

Anot her | ocal newspaper, Today, reported that Lee said that both sides
had | ess roomto nmanoeuvre now because the | and recl amati on i ssue had been
pl ayed up by the Ml aysi an nedi a.

"W do not seek a confrontation and it is a pity it has been bl own up
in the Mal aysi an newspapers,” he was quoted as sayi ng.

If it had been discussed quietly, there would be nore roomfor give and
take, he added.

As a result, even if Singapore made adjustnents, it would face
questions fromits own people why it was backi ng down, Lee said.

Apart fromthe land reclanmation issue, the two countries still have to
resol ve an agreed package of outstanding i ssues that includes a new water
supply agreenent for Singapore and the redevel opnent of Ml aysi an- owned
railway | and here.

Lee said during the visit that Ml aysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad had sent a | etter to Singapore Senior Mnister Lee Kuan
Yew on a new formula for the water pricing and Si ngapore was studying the
pr oposal
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