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LI D- ZI MNBABWE
MORE DARI NG APPROACH NEEDED TO EFFECT MORE M SI AN- AFRI CAN JVS

By: Mohd Arshi Daud

KUALA LUMPUR, July 25 (Bernama) -- Mal aysian investors mght need a
nmore daring or entrepreneurial approach to establish nore joint ventures
wi th African busi nessnen, says Zi nbabwe's Hi gh Comm ssioner to Ml aysi a,
Chi t saka Chi pazi wa.

Stressing that African partners m ght not be as capital-rich as the
Mal aysi ans, he said,"This m smatch of goals could be addressed at the
(Langkawi International) dialogue (LID."

Chi paziwa, in a witten response to questions from Bernana today, said
the wani ng of interest anong sone Ml aysi an busi ness entities on LID was
for those concerned to answer.

He was commenting on a recent remark by Ml aysian Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad, the LID 2002 patron, who said the reduced
interest could be due to the perception by Ml aysian busi nessnen that they
had made little progress over the years despite attendi ng a nunber of snart
part ner shi p di al ogues.

"Should their interest indeed be dininishing, then efforts nust be put
torevitalise it. Trying harder is one option," Chipaziwa suggests.

Zi mbabwean | eaders as well as its governnent and private sectors are
anong the pioneer participants of LID. They have taken part in all its
del i berations since LID comenced in 1995.

For this year's LID, Zi nbabwe president Robert Miugabe woul d agai n | ead
his country's del egati on.

Prai si ng the advant ages of LID, Chipaziwa said: "Resoundingly, the
di al ogue has been beneficial."

A nunmber of initiatives originated fromLID and "a good nany" busi ness
or investnent partners net at the dial ogues, he said.

"There are nunmerous trade and i nvestnent rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and
Zi mbabwe which can point to LID as their starting point.

"A nunber of experts and trainers have benefited Zi nbabwe and the
exchange cannot have been one way either. Many joint ventures have been
nurtured by LID and nost are thriving,"” he said.

Commenting on LID 2002's thene titled "Towards a Smarter d obe:
Enhanci ng Security and Prosperity for Devel opment Through Smart
Par t ner shi p* Chi paziwa said a secure world is the ideal for all concerned

The theme was chosen followi ng the Sept 11 terror attacks on the US

Noti ng that many statesnen had pointed to poverty as a fertile breeding
ground for terror, he said shared prosperity is one way to deny terrorism
any opportunity to take root.

"Greater nutual understanding anong all countries will deny terrorism
sanctuary. LID is one avenue for pronoting peace and win-win rel ations.
Therefore, this thenme is nost rel evant indeed."

On anot her note, Chipaziwa said for this year's LID, Z nbabwe woul d be
represented at various |evels, including young professionals and
entrepreneurs who are naking their nmai den appearance in the dial ogue.

The LID s organi sers, the Ml aysi an | ndustry-Government Group for High
Technol ogy (M GHT) and the Commomaeal th Partnership for Technol ogy
Managerment (CPTM), have included this group in this year's dialogue to
expose themto the internatioal scene and to nake thembelievers in the
smart partnershi p novenent.

LI D 2002, schedul ed for Aug 1-3, forns part of d obal 2002, which al so
i ncorporates the South African International Dial ogue (SAID) and the East



African International D alogue (EAID). These di al ogues were notivated by
the desire to have governnents and private sectors from devel opi ng
countries sit together to exchange views and i deas on how best to devel op
their countries.

Chi paziwa said the future of LID and its noble goal lay in the youth or
young to carry forward the worthy struggl e.

"As tonorrow s | eaders, young professionals need to appreciate the
present and be in a better position to avoid the errors of the el ders.

"The young will be richly endowed by the experience of the elders as
t hey thensel ves becone role nodels for those who in turn will be preparing
to take over fromthis current cohort group of the young. This is a relay
rel ati onshi p. Each generation handi ng over the baton to the next
perpetuity.

"Hopeful |l y, succeeding generations of |eaders will be bequething better
countries and co-operations to prosperity. That is the essence of snart
partnership as | see it," he said. -- BERNAMA
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