29 MAY 2002
Sar awak- Bi dayuh
MORE FROM BI DAYUH COVMUNI TY SHOULD SEEK HI GHER EDUCATI ON

KUCHI NG May 29 (Bernama) -- Mre people from Sarawak's Bi dayuh
communi ty shoul d seek hi gher education, State Housing M nister Datuk
M chael Manyin said today.

He said at present only 1.5 per cent of the total of 167,000 Bi dayuh
people in the state were in institutions of higher learning in the country.

"We need to encourage nore fromthe community to go for tertiary
education,” he told reporters after giving away presents to patients at the
the paediatric ward of the Sarawak General Hospital in conjunction with
Gawai Dayak cel ebrati ons begi nning on June 1.

Manyin said there were not many well-to-do Bi dayuh people in the state
who could chip in to help the poor within the comunity.

"The | ast sem nar held by the Dayak Bi dayuh National Association ( DBNA)
towards uplifting the standard of education was a step in the right
direction," he added.

On housing, he urged squatter famlies to register with the State
Housi ng Devel opnent Comni ssion so that they could stay at wal k-up flats
with nmonthly rental of RML50.

Manyi n said the government was doing its |level best to provide the poor
and | owi ncone earners with econony cl ass housi ng.

He said the governnent woul d continue to persuade squatters to nove out
of their unsightly nakeshift homnes.

The denmand for the econony class houses built statew de had been
overwhel mi ng despite reports claimng that there were no takers, he said.

The Bi dayuh | eader al so said the upconi ng neeting between Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad and Pope John Paul |1 was an honour
for the country.
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