25/ 03/ 2002
More jobs for Bum contractors

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Governnent has invited Bum putera contractors to
carry out projects costing | ess than RMLOO, 000 in the peninsula and
RM250, 000 i n Sabah and Sar awak.

Priority would be given to projects bel ow RV60, 000, Treasury secretary-
general Tan Sri Samsudin Hi tam sai d.

In a circular dated March 1 but issued |ast Friday, he said funds woul d
be di sbursed under a special allocation which he declined to disclose. The
special allocation was in addition to programes and all ocati ons
channel I ed through the Rural Devel opnment M nistry.

Projects that could be tendered for include the construction and
upgradi ng of roads, particularly in rural areas, building of snall
bri dges, the supply of electricity and tap water and the construction of
sports facilities such as courts.

The allocation is believed to be part of the RMA.3 billion stinmulus
package announced by the Governnent |ast Septenber to cushion the inpact
of the econom c sl owdown.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who announced the
package, had said that RML billion had been set aside for small rural and
sel ected urban devel opnent projects.

Sanmsudi n said the allocations woul d be channell ed through the respective
State devel opment directors or the Federal devel opnent directors.

"Every State devel opnent director or Federal devel opnment director will
be responsible to ensure the allocations are distributed pronptly.

"The allocation nust be distributed fairly among the districts in a
particular State so that the projects are not carried out in a particular
district only," he said.

For the smooth inplenentation of these projects, a commttee should be
set up at the district |level which would determ ne the projects that need
to be carried out.

The conmittee should either be chaired by district officers, the Federa
devel opnent director or the Resident.

Menbers of the comrttee should include the MP or any individual
appoi nted by the Federal /State devel opnent director, the State
Assenbl yman, a representative of the Federal Devel opnent Depart nent
director (in the event the commttee is chaired by the Resident or the
district officer), a representative of the Public Wrks Departnent and the
Vil | age Devel opnent and Security Committee.

The appoi ntnent of contractors would al so be decided by the committee. A
seni or government official, who has know edge of a particular job, would
sit in the conmttee when this was done.

The conmittee should have a quorum of three individuals, including the
chai rman, before any decision can be made.

Sanmsudi n sai d before maki ng any deci sion on the awardi ng of a contract,
the conmttee should take several matters into consideration including:

* the contractors appointed nmust be a Bum putera in the class F or EX
categories and registered with the PKK/ PUKONSA/ UPK

* the projects should be equally distributed anong the contractors
within the district;

* the cost should be based as assessed by the PWD or the district
of fice;

* projects costing | ess than RV20O, 000 can be awarded directly to a class



F contractor. However, this is allowed only once under this special
programe except when the contractor w ns another bid through a tender
process;

* in the event there is no assessment on the cost of a project costing
bet ween RM20, 000 and RMLOO, 000, the committee should call for tenders
anong the class F and EX contractors; and,

* if there is a shortage of class F and EX Bum putera contractors to
undertake projects in Sabah and Sarawak, those fromclass E and D can be
consi der ed.

Sanmsudi n said the contractors woul d be paid an advance of 75 per cent of
the project once the offer letter was issued.

However, contractors would be required to provide a bank guarantee or a
sim |l ar guarantee which had par value with the anount of advance received.

"The remai ni ng sumwoul d be paid within two weeks after the project was
certified to be conpleted by the committee,” he said.

Failure to conplete any project would jeorpardi se the contractor's
chances of getting another governnent project in future.

Those found to have sold their projects to others would al so be
bl ackl i st ed.

He said it was the responsibility of the Resident, Federal devel opnent
director, State devel opnment director or the district officer to ensure
projects were carried out pronptly and conpl et ed.
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