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PUTRAJAYA, Cct 21 (Bernama) -- Information Mnister Tan Sri Khali
Yaakob t oday proposed the setting up of a national research and training
institution for corporate communi cation to enhance the public relations and
cor porate conmuni cati on prof ession.

He said the services of such professionals were greatly needed as the
country faced the the process of globalisation which at tinme jeopardi sed
the country's image

He said that during the economc crisis, many outsiders criticised
Mal aysia's policy and approach to rehabilitate the econony.

"At that time, we were in dire need of the services of public relations
and corporate comruni cation practitioners to counter criticisns against
Mal aysi a' s econonic theory and ot her actions which coul d danage t he
country's imge and reputation,” he said when opening the National
Cor por at e Comuni cati on Conf erence 2002 here.

Khal il said that when Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was
faced with the situation, no corporate communication practitioner or
consultant came forward to offer help to clear the country's image.

Speaking to reporters later, Khalil said the country did not have
conmuni cators who coul d take on outsiders.

He said the problemwas that the profession itself had yet to be
recogni sed as a professional career

He said institutions relating to the profession should work together to
set up the proposed institution.

At present the profession is represented by four institutions,

i ncludi ng the Mal aysi an Public Relations Institute.

He said a fifth one was in the process of being set up.
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