31/ 10/ 2002

Mosques recei ve new ruling

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Governnent has called on all nobsques not to hold
tazkirah (religious lecture) in between terawi h prayers during the fasting
nont h.

This is to avoid interruptions when performng the prayers.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Abdul Ham d Zai na
Abi din said the Ml aysi an |Islam ¢ Advancenent Departnent woul d al so be
asked to co-operate with all religious departnments to ensure that nosques
complied with the rule. He said the rule was made to prevent certain
quarters from m susing the tazkirah to slander the Government.

"Tazkirah could lead to various problens that mght distract
congregations,” he said after closing the Ijtimk |Inmaminam dan Ahl
Jawat ankuasa Masjid W I ayah Persekutuan | ast night.

Abdul Ham d was commenting on the possibility of the tazkirah being
abused in between terawi h prayers during the fasting nonth.

Later, at the same function, he handed over 1,000 copies of the Quran to
the participants.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had recently said that the
Government woul d take stern action against any party trying to abuse the
tazkirah in between terawi h prayers during the fasting nonth.

Dr Mahathir also said that such act would not only distract the
congregation but also tarnish the terawi h prayers.
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