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MOST OF THE RM2 BI LLI ON RETURNS ENJOYED BY | SLANDERS

LANGKAW , April 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said

today nost of the RV2 billion earned fromthe arrival of two nillion
tourists to the island annually have been channel ed back to the | oca
peopl e.

The Prime M nister said nost of the revenue earned fromtourists
spendi ng on the resort island was not enjoyed by the federal governnment as
nmost of the goods sold on the island were duty free.

"The federal governnment receives |less than RMLO nmillion from corporate
tax from busi nessmen on the island annually,"” he said during a question and
answer session at a People's Gathering Wth the Prine Mnister at a hotel
her e.

On the other hand, the federal governnment provided nmuch nore in terns
of devel opnent allocation to the tourismcity conpared to the returns
gai ned fromthe island.

The i ncone gained fromtourist spending was enj oyed by the busi nessnen
whil e the public benefited fromthe rapid devel opnent taking place on the
i sl and.

"When tourists spend, the businessmen nake noney by selling goods and
services while the governnent receives only a snall portion of the profits
t hrough corporate tax," he said.

Dr Mahat hir gave exanpl es of devel opnent projects that were being
i mpl ement ed such as the cable car project worth RWM6 nmillion |inking the
Oiental Village |Integrated Shopping Conplex at Tel uk Burau to Gunung
Machi nchang.

"The project cost is provided by the federal governnent. If we are to
depend on tax collection, the project can never be inplenented. Even the
state government cannot be depended upon for the project as it does not
have the funds,"” he said.

He al so said that al nbst the whole island has nmetal |l ed roads.

In his speech at the function, the Prine Mnister said governnment
officers and staff should not debate on the devel opnent policies and
progr ammes deci ded by the governnent.

"The matter has been debated at the cabinet level. So, at the
i npl erent ati on stage, they (government officers and staff) need only to
i npl emrent the policies and progranmes,” he said.

The gat hering was attended by government and private sector enployees
as well as comunity | eaders.

- - BERNAMA

JM NH AO



	MOST OF THE RM2 BILLION RETURNS ENJOYED BY ISLANDERS (Bernama 05/04/2002)

