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Most teenagers wel cone National Service stint

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Teenagers are |ooking forward to picking up new
skills when they get drafted into National Service in 2004.

In a Yout hQuake survey involving 148 teenagers aged between 15 and 16,
80 wel conmed the programe.

Among the things they hope to learn are self defence, survival skills,
first aid, cooking, howto do conmunity work and interact with each ot her
better.

Thi s group, which included boys and girls fromall over the country, was
al so keen to experience mlitary training, saying that it could, anong
other things, help instil discipline and increase their confidence.

"The NS period will be tine well spent. The new environnment will help us
t hi nk about what to do after the Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia. It will toughen
and equip us to face the chall enges ahead,” said Won Hon Wn, 16.

Echoi ng Won's view was A iver Chua, 16, from Kepong, who hopes to pick
up survival skills that would hel p himknow what to do, should there be a
nati onal energency.

"If acrisis were to happen suddenly, | would know how to react, how to
deal with the situation and help ny famly and others," he said.

Syhabudi n Tajol ludin, 15, from Teluk Pulai, Kl ang, said that the
training woul d al so equip himw th the know edge of how best to protect
and defend his family in the event of war.

Al t hough clearly excited about the NS, Syhabudin would |ike nore details
to be reveal ed. "Perhaps a roadshow could be held to explain to us what we
will be in for," he suggested.

On Wednesday, the Cabinet Conmittee on National Service proposed that
all young people who reach the age of 18 in 2004 nust undergo the NS
Failure to do so would result in a punishnent yet to be determ ned

The NS, ainmed at fostering patriotism unity and national integration
was proposed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad. Defence
M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak is chairman of the Cabinet Conmittee.

On the subject of the NS being conpulsory for girls, Adliah Jam |, 16, a
shop assistant at Central Market, said she was all for it.

"Grls should defintely join the NS. W should think of it as free self-
def ence cl asses,” she said.

The survey showed that 42 per cent of the girls interviewed were all for
t he NS.

Ng Wai Kien, 16, of Chenor, Perak, said that the NS was good for girls
because "they were usually consi dered weak".

"W need to prove ourselves. Anything a boy can do a girl can do just as
wel | ," she said, adding that this would provide the perfect opportunity to
show t he nen what wonen are nmade of.

Al so in support of the call for girls to be drafted was Mhd Hafiz Mhd
Idris, 16, from I poh

"In all aspects, | believe girls should enjoy the same opportunities as
their male friends. That's what equality is about and | think that is what
the girls want,"” he said.

Lee Pei Ying, 16, from Bangsar, however, was worried that she woul d not
hold up to the possible rigid reginented progranme in the NS, preferring
to concentrate on her studies instead.

To curb NS evaders, Adliah suggested wi thhol di ng SPM exani nati on
results. "They won't be able to secure good jobs, or further their



studi es," she said.

O her suggestions included inposing a jail termequivalent to the
duration of the service or a fine of RML, 500, blacklisting evaders from
schol arshi ps, wi thholding drivers' |icence and even having all evaders do
conmuni ty worKk.

On the other end of the scale was Amrul Feisal Shahruddin, 16, from
Kel ana Jaya, who felt that 18 was too late to begin disciplining teens.

"Once the six nonths is over, they m ght regress, and nothing woul d have
been achi eved, " he said.

The survey noted that the main concern of those who weren't keen on NS
was the m ssed opportunity to commence studi es during the designated
nati onal service period.

Li ke many of his peers, Mk Weng Kuin, 15, from Teluk Pulai in Kl ang
i nsists that national service should be conducted voluntarily.

Yogi ta Prabhakar, 16, from Bangsar, offered a solution. "You can't force
us to join. But if exenptions can be gained in university or when we apply
for jobs in the future, I think there will be | ess resistance,” she said.

Adding to the list of notivating factors is Soh Sook Ping, 16, from
Cheras, who wants to |learn nore than handl e firearns.

"Let us performcommunity service, learn howto fly a plane or drive an
arnmy tank. But to do this, six nmonths is not enough. A mninmmof two
years woul d seem nore appropriate,” she said, adding that there would be a
greater sense of achievenent at the end of the service.

As for the NS aimto unite the races, Jolene Lai Pei Shan, 15, from
Subang Jaya said: "How do you expect us to be united and patriotic if we
don't even want to be there in the first place?"

On the other hand, Thilaga Rajendran, 16, from Johor Baru thinks that
the Governnment's aimto instil national unity would be net with this
programme. "Under military conditions, | think all races will be united by
a sense of patriotism" she said.

Agreeing with her was Hasmli Wari, 16, from Cheras, who becane
interested in the training after seeing his friend undergoing mlitary
training in Singapore. "National integration and patriotismwil|
definitely be achi eved because we are no | onger talking about defending
our sel ves, but our country.”
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