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Mahat hi r - Put r aj aya
MP FOR PUTRAJAYA AFTER THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTI ON

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad said today that Putrajaya will be represented by a Menber of
Parliament after the next general election.

"There will be one MP initially. But when the popul ati on reaches
350, 000, that's the maxi num There need to be another MP," he said.

He was speaking to reporters after launching the first anniversary
cel ebrations of the Federal Territory of Putrajaya and the Souq (bazaar)
her e.

Dr Mahathir said that he expects the popul ation of Putrajaya to be
around 350,000 in future.

Asked whet her Putrajaya will have a mayor, he said that there is a
possibility that a Datuk Bandar woul d be appoi nted when its popul ation
becones | arger.

On Putrajaya's future plans, the prinme mnister said that Putrajaya was
still devel opi ng and hoped that the international convention centre being
constructed there would be conpleted for the hosting of the conference of
the Organisation of Islamic Conference (OC) next year.

He al so said that a four-kilonetre boulevard fromthe Putra Mdsque to
the convention centre and vari ous other projects including the Treasury
bui l di ng and the Pal ace of Justice were underway.

"I always go around watching work in progress. | think this is one of
t he bi ggest engi neering feat by Ml aysians. They are the ones who design
the city and inplement it, only that not many of the workers are Ml ays,"
he sai d.

Asked on the culture of maintenance in Putrajaya, the prime mnister
said that he was still not satisfied but fromwhat he had al ready seen, it
is alot better than in other places.

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir said that the governnment was
certainly proud and satisfied over the progress of the devel opnent of
Putraj aya because in the initial stages of its devel opnent, the country was
facing an economc crisis and political uncertainties as well as lies and
al I egations of certain quarters.

"W are confident of the capability of all the contractors, devel opers
and al so admi ni strators appointed to further devel op Putrajaya,” he said.

The uni que architecture incorporated in the devel opment of Putrajaya is
a factor to be pronoted anong tourists to turn Putrajaya into a touri st
destination in the country's tourismcal endar besides being the federa
government's admi nistrative centre.

Meanwhi | e, Putrajaya Corporation president Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nul
Abidin, in his speech, said that the constuction of governnment offices at
Putraj aya was underway.

He said that so far, 10,108,248 sq ft of office space was ready while
anot her 16, 284, 785 sq ft was under construction.

"As at the end of last nonth, six mnistries including 19 departnents
and agenci es under the mnistries have noved to Putrajaya and according to
schedul e of plans which has been expedited, all the mnistries noving to
Putrajaya will have done so by the end of 2005," he said.

Azi zan said that 5,295 residential units had been conpleted while
anot her 10,736 units were bei ng constructed.

At present, the popul ation of Putrajaya is 20, 000.

He said that by the end of 2005, the nunber of residential units would



have reached 35,957 and t he nunber of residents was expected to reach
160, 000.
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