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USE PROPER CHANNELS TO DI SCUSS PROBLEMS, KHALI L TELLS BN COMPONENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 20 (Bernama) -- Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent party
| eaders were today asked not to quarrel openly in the nmedia but instead use
the proper channels to di scuss probl ens.

I nformati on M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said if there were serious
i ssues, the BN conponent parties woul d usually di scuss themin the Cabi net
first.

"Serious matters are nornal |y di scussed i n Cabi net neetings,"” he said
when replying to reporters' questions on Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr
Li mKeng Yai k and Peopl e's Progressive Party (PPP) president Datuk M
Kayveas quarrelling in the nedia over the teaching of Sci ence and
Mat hematics in English in prinmary school s.

Earlier, Khalil, who is al so Umo secretary-general, opened the
RMB0O0, 000 nedi a centre at the Mal aysi an I nternational Exhibition and
Conventi on Centre owned by the M NES Exhi bi ti on Managenent Sdn Bhd i n Ser
Kenbangan, near here.

Khalil, however, said he did not think the m sunderstandi ng between Dr
Li mand Kayveas had j eopardi sed unity in BN as there was still anple avenue
to di scuss the issue.

"Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had sai d he was prepared
to listento views on the use of English to teach Sci ence and Mat hematics
fromall quarters

"I'f the quarrel gets serious, it can be referred to higher authorities
that coul d decide on policy matters," he said.

Khalil said if BN conponent party |eaders do not hold positions in the
Cabi net, they can neet in other foruns |i ke the one held by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi this norning.

Abdul I ah, who is al so BN Deputy Chai rman, this norning chaired a
neeti ng of BN conponent parties to di scuss the governnent's decisionto
teach Sci ence and Mathematics in English in primry schools at his office
in Putrajaya.

"l expect the issue to be discussed in tonorrow s weekly Cabi net
neeting," he said.

Asked on the serious statenent nade by Kayveas to suspend Gerakan from
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) for not supporting the nove to use English to teach
Sci ence and Mat hematics, Khalil said the statenment was vi ewed as seri ous
wi thin the conponent parties but it nmust seen fromseveral perspectives

He sai d Kayveas probably had certain views and his expl anati on nust be
hear d.

Earlier, in his speech, Khalil said the media centre would facilitate
journalists to send news wi t hout having to conmute fromtheir office to the
pl ace of assignnent.

The nedia centre, located at the Mal aysi a | nternati onal Exhibition and
Convention Centre, was appropriate as i nternational conferences,
exhi bitions, sports and recreational activities were held there.

The nedia centre, built on a 275 sq netre area, has a conference room
rest room research roomand place to send news with computer ports and
I nternet access, which can be used for free by | ocal and foreign
journalists by only showi ng their press accreditation tags.
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