07 SEP 2002
Naj i b-1 sl am
MALAYSI A' S MODERATI ON PROVI DES GOOD | MAGE FOR | SLAM

PANGKOR, Perak, Sept 7 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's noderate and nodern
imge reflects the face of Islamand its goodness, sonething that is
urgently required in view of the negative perception facing the religion
now, said Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

He said the Talibans and other extrene forces had given Islama bad
image and it would take a ot of work to correct this fal se perception.

Naji b, who is also an Umo vice-president, said Ml aysia had projected
Islamwell in this country, initiating at the institutional and community
| evel s various projects and programmes such as the |slan c banking and
other Islamic financial institutions.

"These are achievenents that are worth nentioning for it projects Islam
as a dynam c, noderate and nodern way of life and not the ones projected by
sone to reflect archaic and intol erant ways," he said.

Najib said this in his keynote address entitled "Ml aysia: Building a
Modern and Stable Miultiracial Nation" delivered on the opening day of the
Asi an d obal Leadershi p Forum otherw se known as the "Pangkor Retreat" here
t oday.

The retreat brings together captains of industry, top governnent
officials and econom sts to di scuss ways to achi eve the "Peace Dividend -
Maki ng the Wrld a Safer Place And Benefiting FromlIt," in the aftermath of
the attacks by terrorists on the United States on Sept 11 |ast year in
whi ch nore than 3,000 people were kill ed.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is expected to deliver
the cl osi ng address tonorrow.

Naji b said the subject of Islamhad been intensively debated globally
and the world's opinion was split between those who see Islamas the eneny
and those who do not.

The Governnent, which had decl ared Mal aysia an |Islamc state, had
projected and was practicing the true faith of Islamand believed that
there was no contradiction at all between a Mislimand nodernity, he said.

"They are consistent and Miuslins are encouraged to strive for
excel | ence, achi eve econonic prosperity and pursue know edge and acquire
new t echnol ogi es, " he added.

The retreat brings together captains of industry, top governnent
officials and economi sts to di scuss ways to achieve the "Peace Dividend -
Maki ng the Wrld a Safer Place And Benefiting Fromlt," in the aftermath of
the attacks by terrorists on the United States on Sept 11 |ast year in
whi ch nore than 3,000 people were kill ed.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad is expected to deliver
the cl osi ng address tonorrow.

Naji b said the subject of Islamhad been intensively debated globally
and the world's opinion was split between those who see Islamas the eneny
and those who do not.

The Government, which had declared Mal aysia an |Islamc state, had
projected and was practising the true faith of Islamand believed that
there was no contradiction at all between a Mislimand nodernity, he said.

"They are consistent and Miuslins are encouraged to strive for
excel l ence, achi eve econonic prosperity and pursue know edge and acquire
new t echnol ogi es, " he added.

Naji b said Mal aysia had often been hailed as a nmodel for a nultiracial
country and had been able to achi eve econom c growmh and rel ative



prosperity and stability despite the presence of different ethnic groups.

"However, | nust equally nention that this has been achi eved by no
mracle, but instead behind its success lies sacrifice, pain, conpronise
and hard work," he said.

"When it cones to education, we continue to bal ance between nati ona
aspiration on one hand and preserving the rights of various ethnic groups
to enjoy their cultural heritage on the other hand," he added.

He said Ml aysia al so faced extrem smand radicalism even to the point
of certain groups wanting to overthrow the | egitimte governnment and
replacing it with presunably a theocratic, possibly a Taliban type regine.

"The governnent has di spl ayed intol erance towards such a nenace and
this is nost wel comed by nmany segnents of the popul ation,” he said.

He said the government would certainly show no tol erance, synpathy or
conpassi on to any individual or groups that advocate racial bigotry and
vi ol ence.

Najib said other religions are protected and their rights well
preserved in line with with the Holy Quran where there are several verses
t hat guarantee religious pluralism
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