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MALAYSI A' S PCSI TION | N THE WORLD BECOM NG MORE NOTI CEABLE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 10 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia's position in the world,
including its stand on the Pal estinian issue, is beconi ng nore noticeabl e
followi ng Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad's visit to Vatican Gty |ast week,
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said
t oday.

"I think the visit has brought hone to the Vatican that we are a
progressive nation with people here (in Ml aysia) comng fromdiverse
political, cultural and religion origins and living i n peace and harnony.

"I think it has registered very well in the Vatican," he told Bernana
here after the opening of the Seventh Annual Asia G| and Gas Conference by
Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .

He was commenting on the prime mnister's nmeeting with Pope John Pau
1, leader of the world's one billion Roman Cat holi cs.

Dr Mahathir's visit to the Christian heartland, was the first by a
Mal aysi an head of government. Ml aysi a has about 600, 000 Cat holics.

Donpok, a Roman Catholic, was one of nenbers of the Mal aysi an
del egation that acconpani ed Dr Mahathir. The others included Energy,
Conmruni cations and Miultimedia M nister Datuk Amar Leo Moggie (al so a Roman
Cat holic), Chairman of the National Fatwa Council Datuk Dr Isnail |brahim
and i ndependent religi ous preacher Uthman Muhanadi

Donpok said the Vatican was al so concerned with the world events |ike
what was happeni ng in West Asi a.

They would like to see a third party intervention to stop the
| sraeli-Palestinian fighting and end the hostilities in the Pal estine, he
said

Donpok said that during the visit, the Ml aysi an del egation al so had a
very good nmeeting with the Vatican officials led by the Secretary of State,
Car di nal Angel o Sadano.
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