07 NOV 2002
Mawan- Party
MAWAN S GROUP TO MEET TUESDAY TO FORM NEW PARTY

KUCHI NG Nov 7 (Bernama) -- The faction in the deregi stered Sarawak
Nati onal Party (SNAP) aligned to Datuk WIliam Mawan I komis to neet next
Tuesday to forma new party call ed Sarawak Progressive Denocratic Party
( SPDP) .

Mawan, who is State Public Health and Environnent Mnister, told
reporters this after neeting Chief Mnister and Sarawak BN Chi ef Tan Sri
Abdul Tai b Mahrmud this afternoon.

He said the neeting was a follow up to garner support for the formation
of SPDP foll owi ng Tuesday's deregistration of the 41-year-old SNAP.

Mawan sai d the nmeeting woul d be attended by all 80 council nenbers of
SNAP fromt hroughout the state.

"We are trying to bring themall together within the shortest possible
tinme," he said.

He said his group was not keen to appeal agai nst the deregistration but
was taking Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s advice that the
deregi stered SNAP shoul d be rehabilitated through a new party.

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN Chairman, said the ruling coalition was
prepared to consider admtting the new party if an application was made.

Mawan urged the Registrar of Societies (ROS) to speed up SPDP' s
approval .

The RCS Datuk Ismail Dol ah Harun announced on Tuesday that SNAP had
been deregistered following its failure to resolve the | eadership crisis
that had dragged on since April.

On the "tenporary parking" for SNAP's 10 el ected representatives in the
remai ni ng three BN conponent parties in the state, Mawan said five
assenbl ynen and four MPs submitted formal applications to the BN suprene
council today and were leaving it to Taib to decide.

He said his group had al so forwarded Li nbang Assenbl ynan Ri chard Wng's
nanme, hoping that the kind gesture woul d be appreci at ed.

Ri chard Wng is the sole elected representative of SNAP aligned to his
fat her James Wing.

The remai ning three conponents of Sarawak BN are Parti Pesaka
Bum putera Bersatu, Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP) and Parti Bansa
Dayak Sarawak (PBDS).
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