09 APR 2002
Syed Ham d- Si ngapore
MALAYSI A AVWAI TI NG SI NGAPORE' S RESPONSE TO FRESH PROPOSAL

PUTRAJAYA, April 9 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia is still awaiting Singapore's
reply to its fresh proposal on an agreed package of outstanding i ssues both
countries are currently negotiating on, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar said today.

"We have submtted (the new proposal) and Si ngapore has asked for tine
to respond," he told reporters after neeting Dr Tatsuo Arima, a Specia
Envoy of Japanese Prime M nister Junichiro Koizum .

Syed Ham d said that Mal aysia's proposal was contained in a letter
submtted last nonth by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to
Si ngapore's Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew.

The unresol ved i ssues include water supply, customs, inmgration and
guarantine facilities in Singapore, redevel oprment of Ml ayan Railway | and
and the use of Mal aysi an airspace by the Singapore Air Force.

Last week, Singapore's Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong said that his
governnent would reply this week to Mal aysia's | atest proposal on the
negot i at ed package.

The package was reached between Goh and Dr Mahathir in Decenber 1998
but negotiations have stalled over the contentious issue of the price of
wat er supplied by Malaysia to the republic under an agreenent to be renewed
by 2061.

Syed Hanid said that since Mal aysia had submitted the new proposal, the
ball was now i n Singapore's court.

He said that once Singapore has replied to the proposal and "everything
has been cl eared", discussion at the official and ministerial |evel would
resune to resol ve the outstanding i ssues.

Syed Hami d also said that he could not divulge the negotiated ternms as
it woul d be counter-productive to the ongoi ng negoti ati ons.

"These are negotiations that have to be done quietly,"” he added.
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