01 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r - Mar a
MRSM FOR ALL RACES NOT SOVETHI NG NEW SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
t oday openi ng the doors of Mara juni or science coll eges (MRSMs) to all
races i s not sonething new because there is already provision for it.

However, he di d not know who had stopped the ruling allow ng
non- bum puteras to study in the MRSMs, the prine mnister told reporters
after attendi ng the weddi ng of a daughter of his bodyguard, Ismail Mnaf,

i n Taman Puchong I ntan, near here.

He was asked to conment on a news report that 10 per cent of the pl aces
inthe MRSMs woul d be al | ocated to non-buni putera students next year
followi ng a cabi net decision on the natter.

Dr Mahathir said: "Let them (non-bum putera students) enter. It doesn't
matter.

"For a long tinme we (governnent) had allowed it, (we) don't know who
stopped it," he said.

He sai d what was bei ng done now was to continue with what had been done
since the establishnent of the MRSMs in the 1970s to help rural students in
the science stream

There are 32 MRSMs, which are fully residential schools run by Mara, in
the country with an annual intake of 3,000 to 4,000 students. Each coll ege
has an average of 750 students.

Asked about integration anong the students, Dr Mahathir sai d he di d not
see any probl emas many Mal ays now studi ed i n the Chi nese school s.

On the Vision School concept which had drawn opposition fromsone
sections of the Chinese comunity, Dr Mahathir said it was only rejected by
a group of extrem sts.

The Vi si on School concept which ains to house the Chinese, Tani|l and
nati onal school s i n one conpl ex sharing common facilities |ike hall and
cant een, was opposed by the "Dong Ji ao Zong", which represents the boards
and teachers associ ati ons of Chineses schools in the country.

At the wedding, Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamed, bl essed the coupl e, Zalindawati |smail, 25, and Mohanmed Ri zal
Idris, 28, by sprinkling scented water on them Both are enpl oyees of Arab
Mal aysi an Bank Bhd.

- - BERNANA

HK AKT JK



	MRSM FOR ALL RACES NOT SOMETHING NEW, SAYS DR MAHATHIR (Bernama 01/06/2002)

