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By: Mahrus | brahim

VATI CAN CI TY, June 7 (Bernama) -- The Vatican shares Ml aysia's view
that there should be third party intervention to separate the 'conbatants
in the Palestinian issue, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Muhathir Mhamad
sai d.

They al so agreed that the third party nust try to put an end to
terrorismin Pal estine through negotiations, he told newsnen after a
four-eyed neeting with Pope John Paul Il at the pontiff's residence here.
He al so had talks with the Vatican Secretary of State, Cardi nal Angelo
Sodano and ot her Vatican officials.

The Prime Mnister's visit here was at the invitation of the
82-year-old pontiff.

Dr Mahathir said the Pal estinian issue was di scussed at |ength during
tal ks with Cardi nal Sodano.

"When | nmet the Pope, | went on to make ny plea for an end to terrorism
in Palestine and the Israeli action against Pal estinians," he said.

Mal aysia and the Vatican agreed that the causes of terrorismhad to be
renoved, he told newsnen who net hi moutside the centuries-old papa
bui I di ng.

Dr Mahathir said the issue in Palestine was as nuch of Islamas it was
of people losing their |and because Pal estini ans were bei ng expelled from
thei r | and.

"It is not so much religion, it is a fight by people to regain their
territory," he said.

However, because nost of the Pal estinians were Mislins, they attracted
a lot of synmpathy fromfellow Muslins all over the world, the Prine
M ni ster said.

Dr Mahathir said he was happy that his visit here was fruitful.

"W were able to express our views," he said.

To a question whether diplomatic relations were di scussed, Dr Mahathir
said the Vatican did not make any request on that.

"But they hoped that in the future relations would be hei ghtened," he
sai d.

On whether he invited the Pope to visit Ml aysia, the Prine Mnister
said he did not think the Pope woul d be able to accept an invitation.

"But he said he had been to Ml aysi a when he was not yet the Pope," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.
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