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Mahat hi r - US
MALAYSI A HOPES US W LL NOT | NTERFERE I N I TS AFFAI RS

SEPANG, May 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad sai d today
Mal aysi a hopes that the United States will not interfere inits interna
affairs just as Mal aysia does not |like to interfere in the affairs of other
countries.

"Just as we dont't like to interfere in the affairs of other countries,
they should not interfere in ours,” the prine mnister said upon his return
at the KL International Airport, here, after a three-day visit to the US

He said Mal aysia did not hope for anything fromhis visit except to
foster relations with the US.

He was asked whether with the i nproved Mal aysi a-US rel ations, resulting
fromhis visit, the Bush admi nstration would not interfere in Ml aysia's
internal affairs |ike what the previous admnistrati on had done.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was always willing to exchange information on
efforts to fight terrorism
"While we are willing to exchange information, it does not nean that

when sonet hi ng becones our country's business we will hand it to others,"
he sai d.

Asked on his visit, Dr Mahathir said: "In the sense that | was able to
deliver nmy nessage, | think it was a success. It (nmessage) was listened to,
it was not rejected. In that sense, | consider it a success."

He said he expressed Malaysia's views on various issues like terrorism
the situation in this region and international problens.

He said President George WBush |listened and agreed with his views,
especially those on issues related to the recognition of a Pal estinian
state.

"Al t hough we know that the Likud Party in Israel has rejected the
establ i shment of a Pal estinian state, Bush appeared firm This is a
devel opnent that will contribute to a solution of the problemin Wst
Asia," he said.

He sai d Bush al so congratul ated hi mon Ml aysia's success in ending the
problemin Myanma and told himthat Ml aysia's stand on other nmatters
apparently did not contradict that of the US governnent.

He said it was a noral e booster for Ml aysia when many countri es,
including the Islamic nations, agreed with its views on many internationa
i ssues.

"We do it not for our own interest but on the policy that we uphold
justice for everyone. Qur stand is to resolve problens so that terrorismin
the world can be reduced," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he al so expressed Malaysia's intention to buy the
Super Hornet fighter jets which, according to the US, were their | atest
pl anes whi ch had never been approved to other countri es.

"Qur plan is to trade-in the old fighter jets for these new ones
because the new ones are nore superior than the old. That's our plan but it
will take tine.

Asked about the US' views on Iraq, Dr Mahathir said he did not care if
the US wanted to toppl e Saddam Hussein's governnment as long as it did not
make the Iraqis the victins.

"We know that the Iraqgis are suffering while Saddam Hussein is not
suffering even a bit fromtheir (US) pressure,” he said.
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