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Mahat hir- | AP
MSC ON TRACK, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

CYBERJAYA, Sept 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today that the Miul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC) initiativeis proceeding
well with a lot of progress nade over the | ast year.

The prinme mnister said progress had al so been made i n areas whi ch once
| ooked i npossi bl e, includingin the biotechnol ogy field.

He sai d the success was evident fromthe many | ocal and worl d-cl ass
conpani es whi ch had set up their businesses in Cyberjaya, the hub of the
MSCinitiative.

Mal aysi a and the MSC had gained a lot fromthe MSC | nternational
Advi sory (I AP) neetings, first heldin 1997, he said at a news conference
at the 6th MSC-| AP neeting at Cybervi ew Lodge, here.

"During the | ast one year, there has been a | ot of progress made by the
MSC as you can see fromthe nunber of buildings and the nunber of conpanies
whi ch have noved to Cyberj aya.

"l must say that up to this point, the MSC has devel oped wel | because
of the contribution nmade by nenbers of the | AP," he said.

The MSCis a 750 sq kmarea running south fromthe Kuala Lumpur Cty
Centre to the KL International Airport which has been designated as a hub
for the devel opment of mul timedi a products and servi ces.

There are now 745 MSC- st atus conpani es. The nunber of | ocal conpanies
granted MSC status stands at 495 and the MSC has attracted 53 worl d-cl ass
conpani es as wel |.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a was not short of talents to work at the MSC,
and in fact, with the | ocal experts, the MSC was able to nove into areas
I'i ke bi ot echnol ogy.

"One conpany is doing stemcell research and has al ready found
application of stemcell for the purpose of H V and Thal assaeni a treat nent.

"They are not going to clone human bei ngs. But we are | ooking at the
possi bility of produci ng organs for transplantation...thingslikethis are
actually very exciting," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a was not far behind the advanced countries in
this field of biotechnol ogy research and t he MSC pl ayed an i nportant part
i n achi eving the know edge- base econony.

"l expect in future there will be nore newideas which will help push
Mal aysi a towards the target of achi eving a know edge- based econony.

Dr Mahat hir said the MSC had been abl e to produce | ocal tal ents capable
of produci ng 3D ani mati on and new applications of I T for governnent and
smal I busi nesses.

"I't looks so real that | thought nmy seat was novi ng but actually the
picture was," Dr Mahathir said inreference to his visit to the MSC Virtual
Real ity Centre here this norning

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysia would study all alternative systens,

i ncl udi ng the open source system to see which one would benefit the
country in the long run.

"W need to examne all alternative systenms in order to serve our
pur pose and (see) which (one) brings down the cost and provides a |l ot of
advantage to us. W are prepared to test any system" he sai d when asked
whet her the governnent woul d i npl enent the open source systemwhi ch neans
access to the source code.

Through t he open source system a programrer could read, redistribute
and nodi fy the source code of a software.



To a suggestion by the the nanagi ng director of Cutler & Conmpany, Dr
Terry Cutler, who is a nenber of the | AP, that the | AP s nane be changed to
I nternational Collaboration Panel because a |l ot of coll aboration were
t aki ng pl ace anong the menbers, Dr Mahathir said: "W will |ook into the
possibility."

Replying to a question, the prinme mnister said that there had been a
| ot of changes in the thinking of the younger generation regarding
i nformati on technol ogy.

"So there is change...change for the better, | think. W should | earn
how t o accept the change and how to deal w th children whose thinking and
way of doing things will be very nuch different fromthat of the ol der
generati on.

Dr Mahathir al so said that the | AP menbers hade contributed alot to
t he devel oprment of the MSC by providi ng constructive views and suggesti ons.

"By coming here, they realise that this is not just an enpty dream but
this is sonething we are serious about and they are very willing to
contribute towards making the MsSCa reality. O course the i deas t hey had
given us, |ike howto proceed, what kind of peole need to be trained...all
these things are the result of listening to themduring the process of | AP
conferences," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked how he would Iike to contribute to the MSC
devel opment and whet her he woul d remain the chairman of the | AP after his
retirement in Cctober 2003.

"I don't think I should stay as the chairman ... (but) if | amall owed,
I will sit inand listento discussions andif | amallowed, | will give
sonme of ny views," he said.
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