04 SEP 2002
MSC- CENTRE
M5C TO LAUNCH NEW CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE

CYBERJAYA, Sept 4 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's Multinmedia Super Corridor
(MSC) will boost its conmpetitive edge with the establishnment of two
soon-to-be-launched centres of excellence -- the MSC Fl agship Centre and
Centre for Health Innovati on and Medi cal Enterprises (CH ME)

The centres of excellence costing nearly RV mllion to devel oped are
schedul ed to be | aunched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
on Friday.

The MSC Fl agship Centre conprises the MSC Lab and Creative Application
& Devel opnment Centre (CADC), according to officials of the Miltinmedia
Devel opnent Corporation (MDC).

MDC seni or vice presidents Datuk Dr Mohamad Arif Nun and Sarina Karim
said the lab and CADC woul d serve as centres of excellence for creative
content devel opnent visualisation and as a showcase and test centre for the
M5C Fl agshi p Applicati ons.

Dr Arif said,"It is envisioned to further accel erate the devel opnent of
the MSC by establishing a global innovation centre | everagi ng on, and
integrating creativity and technol ogy."

He said MSC Lab ainmed to provide a platformto showase and market MSC
sol utions such as the Flagship Applications as well as to facilitate
e-i nnovati on progranme.

He said MDC was working closely with Media Plaza of Netherlands to
devel op the e-innovation programe.

As for the CADC conponent, he said CACD woul d focus on catal ysing the
devel oprment of an innovative and creative multinedia industry in Ml aysia.

It would provide a centralised facility for high-end data processing
and vi sual i sation services including networking with other reality centres
to address nulti-industry and multi-applications requirenents.

The showpi ece facility at the CADCis the MSC Virtual Reality Centre
The facility will allow users to have a better conprehensi on of engineering
design, simulation studies, conplex nodelling and a host of other
scientific, health, education and entertai nment rel ated application.

The facility is powered by Silicon Graphics Inc's (SG@) technol ogy
follow ng the signing of US$5.6 nmillion contract with SG .

SA has a track record of assisting Hollywod in creating many digita
am nation and conputer graphics inmagery in novies |ike Lord of the Rings,
Star Wars and Di sney's ani mat ed novi es.

Meanwhi | e, Sarina said CH ME ainmed to create a centre of excellence in
the MSC for tele-health innovation and research and devel opnent (R&D).

She said phase one of CH ME was al ready conpleted while the entire
centre was targetted for conpletion by the end of this year

Sarina said CH ME coul d house between six and ei ght healthcare
enterprises.

CH ME's first tenant is StemLife Sdn Bhd, a | ocal conpany involved in
stemcel |l applications and nol ecul ar di agnosi s.

She said other potential tenants include conpanies involved in renote
heal th monitoring, nmedical devices, drug design, personal well ness
managenent and genoni cs. - - BERNAMVA
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